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^jj (54) Title: METHOD OF OPTIMIZING NEAR-VIDEO-ON-DEMAND TRANSMISSION . 

(57) Abstract: A system and method for Near Video On Demand (NVOD) transmission of a program from a server to a plurality 
\0 of clients. The program is partitioned into segments. Each segment is transmitted repeatedly, with the transmission rate of segments 

subsequent to the first segment being lower than the transmission rate of the first segment The transmission of the segments is 
^ effected in a manner that miriimizes the aggregate transmission bandwidth, subject to constraints related to client parameters such as 
^! client storage capacity and client recording rates. Preferably, the sequences are partitioned further into subsequences, and redundant 
O su bsequences are used for error correction. Preferably, the segments, or the subsegments, include metadata such as segment or 
^ subsegment length, segment or subsegment sequence number, or the time until the next transmission of the sequence or subsequence. 
O The segments include metadata that describe the transmission plan, enabling a client to pause the display of the program at any point 
^ and resume the display at will. A "live" program may be partitioned into segments that are transmitted concurrently with the live 

program, giving clients the option of toggling between displaying the program in progress and displaying the program in its entirety. 
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METHOD OF OPTIMIZING NEAR-VIDEO-ON-DEMAND TRANSMISSION 

FIELD AND BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a method and system for transmitting a 
5 program to a plurality of viewers, permitting flexible, nearly on demand viewing by an 
unlimited number of concurrent viewers, . and, more particularly, to. a method and 
system for transmission that minimizes transmission bandwidth, possibly subject to 
certain constraints. 

Video-On-Demand' (VOD) is the on-line version of traditional video-rental 
10 services. As with video rental services, each viewer receives a dedicated "copy" of 
the movie and can view it in a flexible manner, including the ability to pause and 
resume, rewind, and possibly even fast-forward. With VOD, the "rental" operation is 
essentially instantaneous, and viewing can begin within seconds of the decision to 
view. 

15 The "copy" in VOD is a dedicated video stream. This stream is generated by a 

video server and sent to the viewer over a communication network. An important 
advantage of VOD over tape rental is the great flexibility in allocation of resources: 
the maximum number of concurrent viewers is independent of viewing choices, and is 
limited only by the server's total streaming capacity. The required bandwidth. 
20 resources, both in the server and in the communication network, are proportional to 
the number of concurrent viewers. 

There are important situations in which a large number of people wish to view 
the same content during the same period of time, albeit not simultaneously. One 
example is viewing emergency-preparedness instruction in the hours or days prior to 
25 the arrival of a major storm. Another example is a newly released "hot" movie that is 
advertised heavily. Yet another . example is a movie whose viewing is assigned as 
homework, or even a recorded lecture viewed (individually) in class by the students. 
These pre-recorded instructions, movies and lectures are examples of programs that 
are to be viewed by many viewers, concurrently but not necessarily simultaneously. 
30 Although VOD could be used to address such situations, it is both highly 

desirable and intuitively possible to do better. The desire stems from the fact that 
even the total (over all programs) number of concurrent viewers may be temporarily 
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much higher than usual, so it would be very costly if not impossible to design the 
infrastructure (server and communication network) for such peaks. The intuition that 
something can be done arises from the observation that the many viewers of the :: hor 
program are viewing the same material concurrently but- not simultaneously. The 
various schemes for doing better than VOD in this situation are called "Near Video 
On Demand". The goal of N VOD is to provide an unlimited number of viewers of the 
same program similar service flexibility to that of VOD at a reasonable cost to the 
server and communication network. Ideally, this cost is independent of the number of 
• viewers. "Near" is defined to mean commencement of viewing within a reasonable 
time interval following viewer request, for example one minute in the case of a movie, 
as well as the ability to pause and resume at any time. Rewind and fast-forward 
functions are not obligatory. 

There are two categories of NVOD systems: open-loop systems and 
closed-loop systems. In both systems, the viewers are provided with devices, called 
15 ' herein "clients" because of their relationship with the server, that receive, program 
copies transmitted by the server" and display those copies to their respective viewers. 
In open-loop systems there is no feedback from the viewing client to the server, so 
neither server transmissions nor routing on the network are affected by viewer actions 
(other than the possible effect on routing due to a viewer joining a multicast group). 
20 Open-loop schemes lend themselves most naturally to broadcast-based networks, such 
as cable television networks, .and even to networks that have only one-way 
communication, which is the common ..case in satellite-based 
information-dissemination networks. Closed-loop systems permit some feedback that 
allows the server to adjust to client requests throughout the viewing period. Note that 
25 the terms "play" and "display" are used interchangeably herein, to refer to the 
displaying of the received program by a client. 

Recently", several open-loop NVOD schemes have been proposed. These 
schemes are based on partitioning the program into several segments, on the 
assumption that every client has a substantial amount of available storage capacity, for 
30 example on a hard disk, which can be used to temporarily store the segments. In such 
schemes, the server's transmission schedule, and the algorithm used by the client to 
decide whether or not to record any given transmitted segment, jointly ensure that 
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every segment of the movie is stored in the client's recording medium by its viewing 
time. 

One such scheme is taught by DeBey in U. S. Patent No. 5,421,031, which is 
incorporated by reference for all purposes as if fully set forth herein. DeBey's 
partitioning and scheduling scheme is illustrated in Figure 1 f for the case of segments 
of equal length. The vertical axis of Figure 1 is segment number. The horizontal axis 
of Figure 1 is the time at which a given segment is broadcast by the server, with the 
unit of time, as well as the basic time interval, being the duration of one segment. For 
each segment, the time during which that segment is broadcast by the server is 

. represented by a double-headed arrow. The first segment is broadcast in every time 
interval, the second segment is broadcast every second time interval, the third segment 
is broadcast every third time interval, and in general the n-th segment is broadcast 
every n-th time interval. Note- that all segments are transmitted at the same 
transmission rate of one segment per time interval. In addition, the transmissions 
continue throughout the time period during which the viewers are permitted to view 

. the program. 

A client that tunes in to the broadcast at the beginning of any time interval 
receives all the segments promptly enough to display the program with no 
interruptions. For example, a client that tunes in at the beginning of the seventh time 
interval; and that actually, begins to display the movie to its viewer at the beginning of 
the eighth time interval, receives and records the seventh copy of the first segment 
during the seventh time interval, the fourth copy of the second segment during the 
eighth time interval, the third copy' of the third segment during the ninth time interval, 
the second copy of the fourth segment during the eighth time interval, etc. In this 
case, the first segment is displayed during the eighth time interval, the second segment 
is displayed during the ninth time interval, the third segment is displayed during the 
tenth time interval", the fourth segment is'displayed during the eleventh time interval, 
etc. 

DeBey's scheme imposes certain burdens on the server and on the clients. 
With W segments, the mean transmission bandwidth, in units of segments transmitted 
per time interval, is approximately ln(A0; but the actual transmission bandwidth varies 
widely. For example, in prime-numbered time intervals after the first time interval. 
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only two segments are broadcast, vs. e.g. six segments during the twelfth time 
interval. The client must be able to record the received segments fast enough to keep 
up with the peak aggregate transmission rate. Furthermore, the client must have 
enough storage capacity to store all recorded segments that are received too soon to 
5 play. 

There is thus a widely recognized need for, and it would be highly 
advantageous to have r a NVOD method that imposes less of a burden on the resources 
available to the server and to the clients. 

0 SUMMARY OF THF. INVENTION 

According to the present invention there is provided, in a system wherein a 
server transmits a program having a certain duration, the program being received by at 
least one client, a method for planning the transmission of the program, including the 
steps of: (a) partitioning the program into a plurality of sequential segments; and (b) 

5 selecting a transmission rate for each segmeht, the transmission rate that is selected 
for a first segment being faster than the transmission rate that is selected for any other 
segment. 

According to the present invention there is provided a system for transmitting 
a program to at least one viewer, including: (a) a software module including a 

20 plurality, of instructions for transmitting the program by: (i)' partitioning the program 
into a plurality of sequential segments, and (ii) selecting a transmission rate for each 
segment, the transmission rate that is selected for a first the segment being faster than 
the transmission rate that is selected for any other the segment; (b) a processor for 
executing the instructions; (c) a server for transmitting each segment at the respective 

25 transmission rate; and (d) for each at least one viewer, a client for receiving the 
transmitted- segments, recording the received segments and playing the recorded 
segments in the sequence. 

According to the present invention there is provided, in a system wherein a 
server transmits a program that is partitioned into a plurality of segments, the 

30 segments being transmitted repeatedly, and wherein a client receives and records the 
segments and displays the program, the transmitting, receiving and recording of the 
segments being effected according to a transmission plan, a method for displaying the 
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program intermittently, including the steps of: (a) transmitting, along with the 
segments, metadata describing the transmission plan, by the server; (b) pausing the 
display, of the program, by the client; (c) resuming the display of the program, by the 
client, subsequent to the pausing; and (d) during the pausing, continuing to record at 
least a portion of the segments then received, by the client. 

According to the present invention there is provided, in a system wherein a 
server transmits a program that is received by at least one client, a method for 
planning the transmission of the program, including the steps of: (a) partitioning the 
program into a plurality of sequential' segments; and (b) selecting a transmission rate 
for each segment, the selecting being effected in a manner that substantially 
minimizes a total transmission bandwidth, subject to a constraint based on at least one 
parameter of the at least one client. 

According to the present invention there is provided a system for transmitting 
a program to at least one viewer, including: (a) a software module including a 
15 plurality of instructions for transmitting the program by: (i) partitioning the program 
into a plurality of sequential segments, and (ii) selecting- a transmission rate for each 
segment; (b) a processor for executing the instructions; (c) a server for transmitting 
each segment repeatedly at the respective transmission rate; and (d) for each at least 
one viewer, a client for receiving the transmitted segments," recording the received 
20 segments and playing the recorded segments in the sequence; and wherein the 
transmission rates " are selected in a manner that substantially minimizes a total 
transmission bandwidth, subject to a constraint based on at least one parameter of the 
at least one client. 

According to the present invention there is provided a method for transmitting 
25 a program from a server to at least one client, including the steps of: (a) partitioning 
the program into a plurality of sequential segments; (b) selecting a transmission rate 
for each segment; (c) transmitting the program as a single .unit, by the server; (d) 
transmitting the segments, by the server, each segment being transmitted at the 
respective transmission rate, the transmitting of at least a portion of the segments 
30 being concurrent with the transmitting of the single unit; and (e) for one of the at least 
one client: (i) receiving both the transmitted segments and the transmitted single unit, 
subsequent to a start of the transmitting of the single unit, so that the one client 
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receives only a portion of the single unit., and (ii) effecting a step selected from the 
group consisting of: (A) displaying the portion of the single unit, and (B) displaying 
the segments in the sequence, starting from the first segment. 

According to the present invention there is provided a method for transmitting 

5 a plurality of programs from a server to at least one client, including the steps of: (a) 
partitioning each program into a plurality, of sequential segments; (b) for each 
program, selecting a transmission rate for each segment; (c) transmitting the programs 
sequentially, by the server, each program being transmitted as a single unit; and (d) for 
each program, transmitting the segments of the program, by the server, each segment 

10 being transmitted at the respective transmission rate, the transmitting of at least. a - 
portion of the segments being concurrent with the transmitting of the program as a 
single unit. 

The method of the present invention is referred herein as a method of 
"planning" the transmission of a program, because the method of the present invention 

1 5 determines the data rate at which each segment is to be transmitted. Unlike in certain 
prior art, for example that taught by DeBey, there is no need to determine in advance 
the transmission schedule, namely the absolute or even the relative times at which 
different must be transmitted. Thus, there is no need for a predetermined transmission 
schedule, although such a predetermined transmission schedule could be constructed. 

20 According to the present invention, the actual transmission of a program simply 
entails the substantially concurrent repeated transmission of the program segments at 
the respective data rates assigned to them by the method of the present invention. 
Nevertheless and without loss of generality or implication of the need for or existence 
of a predetermined transmission schedule, the actual transmission rates that are 

25 determined for the various segments are sometimes referred to herein as a 

"transmission schedule". 

The determination of transmission rates for the various segments may 
furthermore be interactive, taking into account the capabilities (e.g., storage capacities 
and the maximum recording rates) of the clients that receive the program, and using 
30. these capabilities as constraints for the determination of the transmission rates. 

In its most basic embodiment, the present invention is a modification of the 
NVOD scheme of DeBey that smoothes out the instantaneous transmission bandwidth 
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to always be close to the mean transmission bandwidth. This is accomplished by 
broadcasting all the segments concurrently, starting at the first time interval, but 
taking n time intervals' to broadcast the n-th segment. In other words, if the first - 
segment is transmitted at a transmission rate of 7 bits per unit time, then the n-th 
5 segment is transmitted at a transmission rate of Tin bits per unit time. This is 
illustrated in Figure 2. Note that all transmissions end at the same times as in Figure 
1, but start at different times. Specifically, all the first transmissions of all the. 
segments start at the beginning of the first time interval; and subsequently, as soon as 
the transmission of any segment ends, that segment is immediately retransmitted. 
,0 The simultaneous commencement shown in Figure 2 is illustrative, and applies 

primarily to the basic embodiment illustrated therein. More generally, because the 
segments are transmitted repetitively and concurrently throughout the period during 
which the program is being offered to the viewers, the starting times of the 
transmission of different segments may be chosen at will. 
1 5 The most basic embodiment of the present invention relieves the burden on the 

server, but not necessarily the burden on the clients. For example, a client that tunes 
in must receive and record all the data being transmitted until such time as it has 
finished recording a given segment and can cease recording the data for that segment. 
Thus, this client must be capable of receiving and recording data at a rate equal to the 
20 server's aggregate transmission rate. Furthermore, towards the middle of the program, 
the client's storage medium must have sufficient capacity to store a significant portion 
of the .program even if the client discards the data of a segment once it is displayed. 
These stringent requirements may be relaxed if the start of the recording by a client of 
later segments is delayed long enough for earlier segments to be recorded, displayed 
25 and possibly even discarded, thus freeing up client resources to accommodate the later 
segments. Clearly, this implies an increase in the aggregate transmission rate, because 
a segment must be transmitted in its entirely during the time in which it is being 
recorded by the client; so that shortening this time without changing segment size 
mandates an increase in its transmission rate. In fact, the optimum overall system 
30 design is a tradeoff between minimizing the aggregate transmission rate and meeting 
client constraints such as limited recording rate and limited storage capacity. The 
ability to optimally design the system to optimize certain aspects of performance 
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while adhering to constraints on others is a salient feature of the current invention. 
Algorithms for minimizing the aggregate transmission bandwidth subject to these 
constraints are presented in the Appendix. 

More generally, the scope of the present invention includes NVOD methods 
5 and systems in which the first segment is transmitted at a higher transmission rate than 
the subsequent segments. Preferably, transmission rates of successive program 
segments are such that the latest time, measured from the time of a client's viewing 
request, at which the client may begin to record a segment such that the recording of 
the segment is completed before, that segment must be displayed, is no earlier for a 
10 later program segment than for an earlier program segment. Furthermore, the 
transmission rates of successive program, segments preferably are such that the latest 
time at which a client must begin to record a segment to ensure that the recording of 
the segment is completed before the segment must be displayed, i.e., no later than the 
end of the display of the immediately preceding segment, is no earlier for a later 
15 program segment than for an earlier program" segment. This display of consecutive 
. segments with no pause in between segments is termed herein "consecutive display" 
of the segments. It should be noted that this transmission rate of a segment is defined 
in terms of the overall transmission rate of the segment as a whole. For example, a 
server may use time division multiplexing to transmit all the segments concurrently on 
20 a single channel, by partitioning the segments into subsegments, interleaving the 
subsegments and transmitting all the subsegments at the same rate. Consider, for 
example, in the context of the most basic embodiment of the present invention, a case 
in which 100-second segments are partitioned into 1 -second subsegments of B bits 
each, that are transmitted on a 1 gigabit-per-second channel. The duration of the 
25 transmission of each subsegment is B x 1 0" 9 seconds, no matter which segment is the 
source of the subsegment; but the 100 subsegments of the first segment are 
transmitted over the course of 100 seconds, for an overall transmission rate of B bits 
per second, whereas the 100 subsegments of the second segment are transmitted over 
the course of 200 seconds, for an overall transmission rate of B/2 bits per second. 
30 It also is clear that a client may ignore, and not record, transmitted copies of 

any particular segment or a part thereof, until the transmission of the last such copy 
that is transmitted in its entirety before the segment must be displayed. To facilitate 
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this, each transmitted copy of the segment includes metadata that describe various 
aspects of the segment, including, for example, the segment number, the size of the 
segment, the transmission rate of the segment, and at least one temporal value related 
to the time interval between the start of the transmission of this copy of the segment 
5 and the start of the transmission of the next copy of the segment. Examples of this 
temporal value include the length of this time interval itself and an upper bound on 
this length. If the segments are of unequal length, two temporal values may be 
associated with each segment: the segment length and the transmission rate assigned 
to the segment. Similarly, in an embodiment of the present invention in which the 
10 segments are partitioned into subsegments, each copy of a subsegment includes 
metadata that describe various aspects of the subsegment, including, for example, the 
number of the segment to which the subsegment belongs, the sequence number of the 
subsegment within its segment, the size of the subsegment, and a temporal value 
related to the time interval between the start of the transmission of this copy of the 
1 5 subsegment and the start of the transmission of the next copy of the subsegment. 

When a segment is not partitioned into subsegments, the preferred 
embodiments of the current invention nonetheless include metadata that provides 
sufficient identification so as to permit the recording of the segment's data to begin 
without waiting for the beginning of the segment. Similarly, when a segment is 
20 partitioned into subsegments, the metadata permits the subsegments to be recorded by 
the client in any order and to subsequently be assembled to form the original segment. 
Thus, the recording of a given segment by a client may commence essentially as late 
as one transmission time of the entire segment prior to the earliest time at which that 
segment may have td be displayed. The time to transmit the entire segment is, in turn, 
25 essentially equal to the size of the segment divided by the rate at which the segment is 
" transmitted. Similarly, as soon as a segment is displayed, that segment may be deleted 
from the recording medium to free up the storage space occupied by that segment. 

In one preferred embodiment of the present invention, the subsegments of at 
least one program segment are used to compute a larger number of such subsegments, 
30 such that the original segment can be derived from any sufficiently large subset of the 
subsegments; and all the subsegments are transmitted such that the time between 
successive transmissions of the same subsegment remains unchanged. This increases 
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the transmission rate of the segment, but permits the use of error correcting codes to 
receive the segment successfully even in the event of communication problems. 

In one application of the present invention, in order to allow a viewer to tune 
in to a broadcast of an entire live program after the program has started but before the 
program has ended, the basic embodiment of the present invention is initiated 
simultaneously with the live broadcast, with the repeated transmission of each 
segment initiated after the live transmission of that segment. This application of the 
present invention extends naturally to the transmission of several consecutive live 

programs. ' 

In some embodiments of the present invention, only one copy of . each segment 
is stored at the server. In other embodiments of the present invention, multiple copies 
of the program data are stored at the server, to increase the efficiency of storage access 
when transmitting the program. . 

Optionally, the segments are encrypted and/or compressed by the server prior 
to transmission, and are decrypted and/or decompressed by each client prior to 
display. 

A system of the present invention includes a software module that embodies 
the algorithm of the present, invention, a processor for executing the instructions of the 
software module, and a server that includes both a data storage area for storing the. 
program segments and a mechanism for transmitting the program segments according 
to the transmission rates assigned by the algorithm. Preferably, the software module 
and the processor, also are included in the server; although it also is possible, within 
the scope of the present invention, for the server to obtain a rate allocation table or a 
transmission schedule from another device that includes the software module and the 
processor of the present invention and that operates off-line. The system also 
includes, for each viewer, a client for receiving, recording and displaying the 
segments, and a distribution network for broadcasting the segments to the clients. 

The scope of the present invention also includes a method for pausing and 
resuming the display of the program by a client, whether the NVOD transmission rates 
are selected according to the teachings of the present invention or according to prior 
art schemes such as DeBey's. Essentially, the client stops displaying the program, but 
continues to record incoming segments as though the program were being displayed at 
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the point, in the program, where the display was temporarily stopped. To conserve the 
client's storage space, metadata are transmitted along with the segments to indicate 
when the segments will be transmitted again, and segments that will be transmitted 
and recorded again before they need to be displayed, if displaying were to be resumed 
5 immediately, are discarded. This pausing facility is particularly useful in conjunction 
with a live program: a viewer has the option of toggling between the live program and 

the delayed segments. 

Although the present invention is described herein in terms of the transmission 
of video data, the term "program", as used herein, encompasses all forms of data, 

10 including audio data and textual data, that may be transmitted sequentially to one or 
more clients and which are such that only a subset of the data, starting from the 
beginning of the data, must be received in order for the data to begin to be useful. For 
example, the present invention may be used to transmit the text of a book to several 
clients. Each client must receive only the first page of the book in order for the 

1 5 client' s "viewer" to start reading the book; 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION Q F THF. DRAWINGS 

The invention is herein described, by way of example only, with reference to 
the accompanying drawings, wherein: 
20 FIG. 1 is a graphical representation of a prior art NVOD scheduling scheme; 

FIG. 2 is a graphical representation of the NVOD transmission scheme of the 

present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a system of the present invention. 

25 DESCRIPTION OF THE PRFFFRRFD EM BODIMENTS 

The present invention is of a NVOD method and system for transmitting a 

program to a plurality of viewers for on-demand viewing. Specifically, the present 

invention can be used by the viewers to view the program continuously, without 

undue burden on system resources. 
30 . The principles and operation of NVOD according to the present invention may 

be better understood with reference to the drawings and the accompanying 

description. 
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The Appendix presents an analysis of the present invention, and preferred 
methods for assigning transmission rates to program segments according to the 
present invention, for the special case of a program partitioned into segments of equal 
length. Nevertheless, the scope of the present invention includes the use of segments 

5 of unequal length. 

The analysis and the methods presented in the Appendix are directed towards 
three system parameters, the aggregate server transmission bandwidth R„ the peak 
client recording rate R r and the required client storage capacity S max - Specifically, the 
algorithms presented in the Appendix are for minimizing R, subject to the constraints 

10 of particular values of R r and S ma ,. Note that the terms "aggregate transmission rate" 
and "aggregate transmission bandwidth" are used interchangeably herein. The 
program is partitioned into L sequential segments indexed by an index m. The time at 
which the client begins recording segment m is denoted by s(m). The time at which a 
viewer begins to view segment ni is denoted by v(m). In particular, v(l ) is equal to the 

15 permissible delay from the time of a viewer's request to view a program until the 
viewer's client begins displaying the program. Recording by the client begins 
immediately upon the viewing request. The rate at which a particular segment m is 
transmitted by the server is denoted by rim). In order to guarantee "that all the data of 
segment m is present at the client when the segment is displayed, s(m)< v(m)-(size of 

20 segment m)lr,{m). As noted above, the principle of the present invention, in its most 
general form, is to use r,(m>l) <r,(l). Also as noted above, it is preferable to assign 
rim) such that s{ mi )>s{m^ if and only if m 2 > m,, i.e., the times at which the 
recording of successive segments begins form a monotonically non-decreasing 
sequence. In the basic embodiment, r,(m) is proportional to \lm. The algorithms 

25 presented in the Appendix minimize R„ subject to the constraints, by systematically 
increasing s(m) of the basic embodiment (thereby increasing r,(m)) to ensure that the 
amount of storage in the client's recording medium occupied by recorded segments 
. never exceeds S max and/or that the rate at which the client records incoming segments 
never exceeds R r . These algorithms also can be used by one skilled in the art to 

30 minimize any one of the client storage requirement, or the client's peak recording rate, 
subject to constraints on R, and the other parameters. 
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Preferably, segments that are transmitted concurrently by the server are 
multiplexed on a common channel by a conventional multiplexing method such as 
time division multiplexing, frequency division multiplexing or code division 
multiplexing. As noted above, if time division multiplexing is used (and optionally if 

5 a different multiplexing method is used), each segment is partitioned into sequential 
subsegments. These subsegments need not be transmitted in their sequential order, 
although it is preferable that the transmission order of the. subsegments be a cyclic 
permutation of the sequential order of the subsegments, and it is most preferable that 
the transmission order of the subsegments be identical to the sequential order of the 

10 subsegments. Also as noted above, each subsegment include metadata that indicates 
the sequential order of that subsegment within the corresponding segment, so that a 
client can.start receiving a stream of subsegments in the middle of the sequence, and 
need not wait for the transmission of the sequence to start again from the beginning of 
the sequence. 

15 Although the descriptions, herein and in the Appendix, of the present 

invention, all refer to a situation wherein a client does not store any portion of the 
program prior to the viewing request, the present invention also applies to the case in 
which the client does store a portion of the program in advance of viewing. 
Specifically, if the client stores the first / seconds of the program in advance, the 

20 present invention can be applied to the remainder of the program, excluding the first / 
seconds, with the first subsequent segment labeled as segment number one. The 
viewing time v still is measured from the time at which the viewing request is made, 
but v(l) is equal to the permissible delay from viewing request until the 
commencement of the display of the program plus /. The viewing times of later 

25 segments then differ from v( 1 ) by the same amount as when no portion of the program 
is stored at the client prior to the viewing request. 

Referring again to the drawings, Figure 3 is a schematic block diagram of a 
system 10 of the present invention. The high level components of system 10 include a 
server 12, a distribution network 30 and several clients 40. 

30 Server 12 stores the program and transmits the program to distribution 

network 30 according to the NVOD transmission rate assignments of the present 
invention. Server 10 includes a processor 24; one or more storage/memory units 
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indicated collectively by reference numeral 14; a set of input/output devices, such as a 
keyboard, a floppy disk drive., a modem and a video monitor, represented collectively 
by I/O block 26; and a mechanism for transmitting the program to clients 40 via 
distribution network 30, represented by a transmitter 28. Memory 14 includes an 
instruction storage area 16 and a data storage area 22. Within instruction storage area 
16 is a software module 18 including a set of instructions which, when executed by 
processor 24, enable processor 24 to transmit the program in accordance with the 
teachings of the present invention. 

Using the appropriate input device 26, source code of software module 18, in a 
suitable high level language, for implementing the transmission control algorithms of 
the present invention and for actually, transmitting segments of the program in 
accordance with the output of one of the algorithms, is loaded into instruction storage 
area 16. Selecting a suitable language for the instructions of software module 18 is 
easily done by one ordinarily skilled in the art. The language selected should be 
compatible with the hardware of server 12, including processor 24, and with the 
operating system of server 12. Examples of suitable languages include but are not 
limited to compiled languages such as FORTRAN, C and C++, If a compiled 
language is selected, a suitable compiler is loaded into' instruction storage area 16. 
Following the instructions of the compiler, processor 24 turns the source code into 
machine-language instructions, which also are stored in instruction storage area 16 
and which constitute a portion of software module 18. Using the appropriate input 
device 26, the program is loaded into data storage area 22. Following the 
machine-language instructions of software module 18, processor 24 partitions the 
stored program into segments, schedules the transmission of the segments and directs 
transmitter 28 to transmit the segments according to the schedule. 

Distribution network 30 carries the transmitted segments to clients 40. 
Distribution network 30 is illustrated in Figure 3 as a satellite network, including at 
least one satellite 32, an uplink channel 34 from server 12 to satellite 32 and multiple 
downlink channels 36 from satellite 32 to clients 40. Alternatively, distribution 
network 30 is a cable television distribution network, a network based on telephone 
lines, a network based on optical fibers, a special-purpose network, or any suitable 
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local-, metropolitan- or wide-area network. Preferably, distribution network 30 
supports the transmission of information packets to multiple recipients. 

Each client 40 includes a receiver unit 46 for receiving the transmitted 
segments (for example, from downlink channel 36); a recording medium, represented 
in Figure 3 as a hard disk 44, for storing received segments until those segments are 
displayed; a video display unit 42 for displaying the recorded segments consecutively 
in their sequential order; and a microprocessor-based control unit 48 for controlling 
the overall operation of client 40. Receiver unit 46 is chosen to be appropriate to 
distribution network 30. For example, if distribution network 30 is a satellite 
network, as shown, then receiver unit 46 is a satellite transmission receiver, and if 
distribution network 30 is a cable television distribution network, then receiver unit 46 .. 
is a modem. Client 40 receives the transmitted data, selects the data that should be 
recorded on recording medium 44, reorders the data to reconstruct the original 
program sequence, decompresses the data if necessary, and displays the data on video 
display 42. Additionally, client 40 is responsive to viewer commands (play, pause, 
stop, rewind) directed to control unit 48 via a conventional input device (not shown)- 
such as a keyboard or a remote control device. Control unit 48 makes its decisions 
.based on the viewer commands it receives, on the viewing time v, on the contents of 
recording medium 44, and on the scheduling information that is embedded in the 
received data or that is supplied separately. After displaying a segment, client 40 
either discards that segment or continues to save the segment in recording medium 44 
in support of rewind. Client 40 may be. an autonomous unit such as a suitably 
configured personal computer or television set.' Alternatively, components 44, 46 and 
48 of client 40 may be embodied in a stand-alone unit such as a television set-top box, 
for use with a television set that serves as video display 42. 

Because the clocks of server 12 and client 40 may operate at slightly different 
rates, and because server 12 transmits the same data to all clients 40, client 40 
preferably is capable of synchronizing to the server clock. 

In addition to the segments and the metadata, the information transmitted by 
server 12 to clients 40 optionally includes request/billing information that enables a 
viewer to select a program from a menu of offered programs and that enables the 
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provider to record and charge for the transaction. This information may also include a 
"password" that server 12 transmits' to a client 40 to enable that client 40 to display a 
particular program. 

Typically, client 40 uses a secondary storage device such as a hard disk as its 
main recording medium 44. Client 40 may also have a substantial amount of primary 
(random access) memory. Preferably, client 40 uses the available primary memory in 
order to buffer certain program segments until their playback time, thus obviating the 
need to store these program segments in main recording medium 44 and read these 
program segments from main recording medium 44. This is particularly useful for the 
earliest segments of the program, because these segments are received and played at a 
time in which the client recording rate is at its maximum and hard disk bandwidth is 
stressed. In this preferred embodiment, the main memory that is available for this 
purpose is used to store the newly received segments whose playback time is the 
earliest. If received data belongs to an earlier (in the program and thus in terms of 
15 playback time) segment than one whose data is already being buffered in the primary 
memory, the data of the latter is evacuated to main recording medium 44 in. favor of 
the newly received data. In this embodiment, the transmission-rate allocation 
algorithm is modified to reflect the fact that certain early segments of the program are 
never recorded in main recording medium 44 or read from main recording medium 
20 44. This permits the aggregate transmission bandwidth from server 12 to be reduced 
if that aggregate transmission bandwidth was originally determined by the constraint 
on recording rate. The peak storage requirement at client 40 is unaffected by the 
choice of storage medium for early program segments. 

As noted above, the scope of the present invention includes the partition of the 
25 program into segments of unequal length. Appropriate modifications must be made to 
the algorithms described in the Appendix to account for segments of unequal length. 
Each such segment is characterized by a size (in bytes) and the time (in seconds since 
the start of playing of the program) at which the display of the segment must begin. 
The transmission rate assigned to a segment is obtained by dividing the size of the ■ 
30 segment by the difference in time between the time at which display of the segment 
begins and the time at which the recording of the segment begins: 
rim) = size(m)/(v(m)-s{m)). Optionally, the sequence of points in time at which the 
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algorithm is applied are the (irregularly spaced) points in time at which the displays of 
the different segments begin. 

In its basic form, the present invention assumes that the entire program is 
available to server 12 at the outset, e.g. in a file. Thus, the transmission of all 

5 segments can take place in an effectively concurrent manner, and a client 40 can begin 
recording any segment at any time. There are, however, situations wherein it is 
desired to permit the viewing in NVOD mode to commence even before the original 
(live) event has been completed. For example, it is desired to permit the viewing of a 
one-hour news program to begin at any time after its actual beginning, not only after it 

l o is over. The basic NVOD scheme does not work in this case, because the recording of 
(particularly late) segments by client 40 must begin before the corresponding real 
event took place. 

In order to permit delayed viewing to begin even while the live event is still 
taking place, the basic scheme is extended as follows: 
15 The live event is transmitted once, as it. takes place, as a single unit, at the 

nominal video rate. The transmission of the first live segment also triggers the 
beginning" of the (infinitely repetitive) NVOD schedule of the basic scheme. 
Segments that have yet to happen are simply not transmitted. The two constituent 
transmissions are integrated to form a single data stream. This stream, in addition to 
20 the data itself, contains information that permits client 40 to know when a given block 
of data will be transmitted again,, or equivalent information that enables client 40 to 
decide whether client 40 must record the current instance of a given piece of data. A 
joining client 40 receives both the remainder of the "live stream" and the basic NVOD 
transmissions. This client 40 records, from both sources, data that will not be 
25 received again before the earliest time at which this client 40 may need such data for 
viewing. . As soon as the live event is over, the "live stream" terminates and system 10 
again operates in the basic NVOD mode. 

The aggregate transmission rate is initially lower than with the basic NVOD 
scheme, because there is hardly any data to transmit aside from the "live" stream. As 
30 the live event progresses, however, the rate increases and eventually reaches the full 
NVOD rate plus the live video rate. Once the live event is over, the aggregate 
transmission rate drops to the NVOD rate. In a most preferred embodiment of the 
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present invention, the amount of additional transmission bandwidth is reduced by 
increasing the individual NVOD transmission rates, of program segments that are 
already available because the corresponding part of the live event has already 
occurred, during the initial portions of the live event and gradually reducing the 
5 NVOD transmission rates to below the original NVOD transmission rate toward the 
later parts of the live event. The exact details vary between implementations and can 
be worked out by one ordinarily skilled in the art. 

As an important special case of delayed viewing, consider a live TV talk show 
in which the host and the guests receive and answer telephone calls from viewers. A 
10 viewer tunes in to the show, finds the current call intriguing, and wants to view the 
program from the beginning of the current call, rather than from the beginning of the 
whole program. To enable this viewer to do this, the program is treated as a collection 
of consecutive subprograms, with each subprogram corresponding to a different call. 
Each subprogram is segmented and transmitted separately in NVOD mode as taught 
15 herein. Note that, in general, this requires the simultaneous transmission of several 
subprograms in NVOD mode. 

It is well known that communication channels are imperfect due to a variety of 
reasons. In order to overcome errors, it is common to use error correcting codes. 
These .entail the generation of redundant information that is derived from the original 
20 information, such that a sufficiently large subset of the total (redundant plus original) 
information suffices for the reconstruction of the original information. The aggregate 
transmission rate is increased, in a manner commensurate with the degree of 
redundancy. For example, if the amount of data transmitted for each segment is 
increased by a factor of (k+r)/k, then the transmission rate must be increased by the 
25 same factor. In some preferred embodiments of the present invention, such codes are 
constructed by dividing each program segment into subsegments of equal sizes, and 
deriving redundant subsegments from those subsegments. This technique is 
advantageous over the more common one, wherein redundant information is appended 
to each subsegment and serves to overcome errors within that segment. Specifically, 
30 the advantage of the technique of the present invention is that the technique of the 
present invention is more resilient than the more common technique to bursts of 
errors, because the redundant information is transmitted distantly (in time) from the 
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original information. Thus, a burst of errors destroys small portions of different 
segments rather than a large portion of a single segment. 

Error correcting codes usually entail the computation of redundant information 
from the original information and the transmission of the original information as well 
5 as the redundant information. A different flavor of codes entails computation of 
information from the original information such that the total number of bits is larger 
than the original number of bits, and such the original information can be derived 
from a sufficiently large subset of the full set of bits. In both cases, repetitive 
transmission of a segment entails the repeated transmission of the total information 
,0 derived from the original information. So doing, including the special case of no 
redundant information, requires that client 40 continue to be active even when 
pausing. As is described in the Appendix, while pausing, client 40 continues to record 
portions of segments while discarding other portions of those segments. The reason is 
that, although the fraction of any given segment that must still be recorded before the 
15 segment can be viewed does not change, with time while client 40 is pausing, the 
portion (content) of the segment, that will be transmitted between the current time and 
the time at which the segment will be viewed if playing is resumed at the current time, 
changes. For example, if a pausing client 40 has recorded the first half of a segment at 
the time of pausing, this client 40 still needs the second half of that segment. If this 
20 client 40 pauses for a time equal to the transmission time of one quarter of that 
segment and does not record during that time, the missing fraction remains 
unchanged. However, because transmission has progressed, the fraction of the 
segment that will be transmitted between resumption of playing and the viewing time 
of this segment will comprise the fourth quarter of the segment followed by the first 
25 quarter of the segment. The third quarter of the segment will thus be missing. 

For the reasons just explained, it is also clear that, because the viewing time is 
frozen while pausing, whereas transmission by the server continues, certain alreaa y 
recorded portions of some segments are certain to be transmitted again prior to the 
earliest time at which these segments may have to be displayed subsequent to the 
30 resumption of viewing. These portions may be discarded by the client. In order to 
enable the client to decide whether to discard these pbrtions, the client stores (at all 
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times) the actual (real) time at which any given portion is recorded, as well as the 
metadata identifying when that portion will next be transmitted. 

It is sometimes desirable to cease the recording when pausing. This may be 
due to a need to use the client computer for other purposes or due to a need to 
interrupt the communication. In order to permit this, one preferred embodiment of the 
present invention uses a code that entails the generation of a sequence of subsegments 
derived from the original segment such that the sequence is much longer than the 
number of subsegments" that are required for reconstruction of the original segment. 
Furthermore, any sufficiently large subset of the subsegments suffices for this 
reconstruction. Thus, as long as the transmission time of the entire sequence of 
subsegments is sufficiently longer than the pausing time, the subsegments recorded by 
client 40 prior to pausing and the subsegments recorded by client 40 after resuming 
will all be different, and reconstruction will be possible. An example of such a code is 
the well-known Reed-Solomon code. Another suitable type of codes is Tornado 
codes. 

In its basic form, system 10 entails transmission of data by server 12, such that 
all the data is received by all clients 40, and each client 40 selects the relevant portions 
of the data for recording in its memory or disk buffers. This is referred to as 
"broadcast and select", and is appropriate for situations wherein the transmission 
medium is a broadcast channel (e.g., satellite and cable television) and wherein the 
permissible transmission rate on a single channel equals or exceeds the aggregate 
transmission rate required for providing the NVOD service and wherein each client 40 
is capable of receiving data into memory at a rate equal to this aggregate rate. This is 
not always the case. Nevertheless, the present invention is also applicable to such 
situations. 

One important configuration in which this problem occurs involves the use of 
telephone lines to reach the client location. These "digital subscriber loops" are 
inherently point-to-point, with different (physical or logical) lines going to each client 
40, and the permissible data rate over each such line is lower than the aggregate 
NVOD transmission rate. One preferred embodiment of the method of the present 
invention for this situation is to execute the selection function at the distant (from 
client 40) end of the telephone line. This end of the line is referred to herein as the 
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"server side" of the line. By so doing, server 40 still transmits at the same rate as 
before, but the data rate over the private line of any given client 40 is only the 
recording rate, which varies with time and is initially higher than the video rate, but is 
substantially lower than the NVOD transmission rate. In order for this scheme to 
5 work, client 40 must advise its "agent" at the "server side" of its request to start 
viewing and of any pausing and resumption. The agent, located on the server side of 
the private communication line, acts as a filter on behalf of client 40, receiving all 
transmitted data but refraining from transmitting to client 40 over the private line at 
least some of the segments that do not need to be recorded by client 40, e.g., segments 
10 that have already been viewed by client 40. Indeed, this agent must be able to receive 
(but not necessarily store on disk) at the full NVOD transmission rate. Another way 
to think of this is that the filtration that otherwise would occur in client 40, resulting in 
the recording of only relevant portions of the received data, is carried out at the 
server-end of the private line, thereby reducing the data rate on the private line from R, 
15 to a lower value, possibly as low as /v(v). 

Another preferred embodiment is one in which the agent executes all the 
selection, recording and erasure functions of client 40, and sends to client 40, over the 
private line, the data that client 40 needs for viewing just in time- for viewing. Here 
again, client 40 must advise the agent of its actions, and the agent must also have the 
20 recording and storage capabilities normally required of client 40. Client 40 itself 
provides the user interface and the apparatus for displaying the program that is 

streamed to it by the agent. 

Another important configuration entails the use of cable television or satellite, 
such that the entire NVOD transmission can be carried over a single channel and the 

25 modem of client 40 can listen to all transmissions, but the permissible data rate 
between the modem and control-unit 48 is lower than the channel rate. With current 
cable modems made by Motorola, for example, the data rate over a single cable 
channel is 30Mbit/sec, but the connection between the cable modem and the client 
computer, is a lOMbit/sec Ethernet connection. One preferred embodiment of the 

30 present invention for dealing with such a situation entails the use of multiple 
destination addresses, as follows: 
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Each program segment is transmitted at the rate determined by the NVOD 
transmission-rate allocation scheme to at least one of the destination addresses. Each 
client 40, depending on the viewing time of that client 40. accepts data that is destined 
to a particular subset of the destination addresses. Because certain segments may be 
5 transmitted to more than one destination address and are thus transmitted concurrently 
more than once, this technique increases the aggregate transmission rate. The 
segments can be grouped in various ways for this purpose, representing a trade-off 
between transmission rate, the data rate that a client 40 must receive, and the number 
of destination addresses for which a client 40 must be able to receive data. Because 
0 each transmitted data packet is generally received by some subset of clients 40, this 
kind of transmission is referred to as multicast. 

• In another preferred embodiment of the present invention for dealing with this 
situation, the microcontroller that is part of the cable modem is programmed to act as 
the server-side agent that was referred to in the example of digital subscriber loops, 
15 passing on to client 40 only those segments that client 40 should record. 

Yet another important situation occurs when the permissible data rate over a 
single channel is lower than the aggregate NVOD transmission rate. A preferred 
embodiment of the present invention in this case entails the transmission of any given 
segment over at least one channel. At any given time, any given client 40 receives the 
20 data transmitted over a subset of the channels. This subset depends on the allocation 
of segments to channels and on the point in the program that is being viewed at that 
time. For a given channel data rate, the assignment of segments to channels represents 
a trade-off between the aggregate transmission rate and the number of channels from 
which a client 40 must receive data concurrently. 
25 In one preferred embodiment of the present invention, any piece of data is 

stored in data storage area 22 of server 12 exactly once, and data are read for 
transmission as required by the transmission rates of the various program segments. 
This storage scheme minimizes storage requirements in server 12; but if data storage 
area 22 is implemented as a hard disk, this storage scheme requires numerous seek 
30 operations in order to bring the disk reading head to the location of the data that are to 
be transmitted. In another embodiment of the present invention, wherein each 
segment is partitioned into subsegments and the concurrent transmission of the 
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segments at their respective transmission rates is carried out by appropriately 
interleaving the transmission of their subsegments over a common channel, the 
program data are recorded sequentially on disk in the order in which the interleaved 
subsegments are transmitted over the channel. The recorded sequence is of sufficient 
5 length, on the order of the viewing time of the entire program. This substantially 
increases storage requirements in data storage area 22 of server 12, but requires no 
seek operations and thus substantially increases the hard disk's effective data rate. 

As noted above, in order for client 40 to decide which data client 40 should 
record and to correctly reassemble the program, client 40 must know the location 
10 within the program of arriving data and whether this data will be received again prior 
to the earliest possible time at which , this client may have to play it for viewing. 
Again as noted above, in one preferred embodiment of the present invention, each 
program segment is partitioned into subsegments. Additionally, each transmitted 
subsegment contains a unique sequence number that identifies the sequence order of 
15 that subsegment in the program, as well as the elapsed time from the current 
transmission of that subsegment until. that subsegment will, be transmitted again. In 
another preferred embodiment of the present invention, each subsegment is tagged 
with its sequence number in the program and also contains that size (in bytes) and 
transmission rate assigned to the segment to which that subsegment belongs. In yet 
20 another embodiment, a subsegment is tagged with its sequence number and server 12 
periodically transmits metadata advising clients 40 of the transmission rate assigned to 
each segment. 

When the "long" error-correcting code sequences are used, the time until next 
transmission of a particular subsegment is irrelevant. Instead, if the degree of 

25 redundancy is such that the frequency with which subsegments of a segment are 
transmitted is greater by a factor of {k+r)/k relative to the frequency in the absence of 
error correction, the preferred embodiment of the present invention is as follows: each 
subsegment contains its sequence number in the program and the time until the next 
transmission of the subsegment (of the same segment) that is k+r later than itself in 

30 the code generated for this segment. In the event that the. end of the code sequence is 
reached, counting continues with the first subsegment in the code sequence for this 
segment. Another embodiment of the present invention entails the transmission of the 
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sequence number, the segment size (size- of k+r subsegments) and the transmission 
rate allocated to each segment. 

Instead of discarding program segments that have been viewed, one preferred 
embodiment of the present invention retains these segments in recording medium 44 

5 of client 40 in order to permit re-viewing of portions that have been viewed. In one 
variant of this preferred embodiment of the present invention, segments are only 
discarded when the storage space devoted to storing the segments in recording 
medium 44 would otherwise exceed the specified limit (note that the storage space is 
unused at the beginning and at the end of the display of the program, so there are long 

0 periods during which there is extra space). Also in this variant, the order in which 
segments are discarded is the same as their order in the program. In another variant of 
this preferred embodiment of the present invention, a minimum required rewind 
distance is specified and the corresponding amount of storage space in recording 
medium 44 is reserved for this purpose. The transmission scheme is designed based 

5 on an available storage space in recording medium 44 that is equal to the specified 
available storage space minus the reserved space. The discarding policy is the same as 
in the first variant. 

System 10 optionally includes means of encrypting the transmitted data or a 
part thereof such that a client 40 must receive authorization from the service provider 

20 in order to be able to view a given program. This authorization may be in the form of 
a password, and may be transmitted through the same channel as. the program or 
provided by other means. According to one embodiment of the present invention, 
server 12 transmits, with each program, information pertaining to the charge for 
viewing that program, and the viewer uses a smart card (cash card or credit" card) to 

25 pay, with the payment occurring at the client site, to enable client 40 (which is trusted 
by server 12) to present the program to the viewer. 

The embodiments presented above of the NVOD transmission are based on 
accommodating the least capable client 40. Thus, all clients 40 can successfully 
participate. However, there are situations in which accommodating the less capable 

30 clients 40 (e.g., clients 40 that have much smaller storage space than the other clients 
40) would result in an excessive transmission rate. The alternative is reduction in 
video rate (more lossy compression and lower quality), which may be unacceptable to 
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the capable clients 40. To alleviate this problem, an extension of the NVOD system 
and method of the present invention entails the use of progressive encoding of the 
program segments. According to this well-known method in the art of data 
compression, a fraction of a compressed segment suffices for its reconstruction, albeit 

5 at a reduced quality. In one embodiment of the present invention, every segment of 
the program is compressed according to a progressive compression scheme and is 
partitioned into two pieces such that the first piece of any given segment suffices for 
the reconstruction of that segment, albeit at a lower quality. The first pieces of all 
segments are then treated as one program, and the second pieces of all segments are 

10 treated as a second program. The first pieces are assigned transmission rates so as to 
satisfy the resource constraints of the "poor" clients 40 while minimizing aggregate 
transmission bandwidth. Concurrently, the "program" containing the second pieces of 
every segment is assigned transmission rates so as to satisfy the constraints of the 
"rich" clients 40, having first subtracted from those the resources taken up by the first 

15 "program". (This idea can be generalized by those skilled in the art to more than two 
levels of clients 40 and qualities.) The exact allocation of resources and size between 
the first and second pieces of segments is determined by constraints of the 
compression scheme and also represents a trade-off between the quality received by 
the less capable clients 40 and the (higher) quality received by the more capable 

20 clients 40. 

The pausing algorithm of the present invention is described schematically as 
follows in the Appendix: 

Upon receipt of Pause command: { 

freeze the viewing clock at the current value of v; 
25 while pausing { 

continue receiving and recording data as if viewing at time v; 
drop the "oldest" bits for each segments as new ones arrive' 
(FIFO); 

} 

30 } 

Release the viewing clock and resume normal operation; 
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As noted above, v is the time at which the display of the respective segment 
commences, relative to when display of the program was requested by the viewer. 
Although the algorithms in the Appendix, including the pausing algorithm, are 
defined in terms of segments, it will be clear to those skilled in the art how to 
5 implement the pausing algorithm in the context of subsegments as described above. 
For example, the necessity of continued recording during the pause is discussed above 
in terms of a segment, half of which is recorded by client 40 at the time of pausing. 

While client 40 pauses, client 40 behaves as though frozen in time, so that if 
client 40 requests display of a program of duration T at time /„, starts displaying the 
10 program at time /,, pauses at time t 2 {t 2 -h < 7),.and resumes display at time / 3 , the data 
stored by that client 40 in recording medium 44 at time / 3 . when display resumes, is 
the same as the data that would be stored at time / 3 by a client that requested display at 
time /0+O3-/2), started displaying at time h+ih-h) and did not pause. In particular, 
when display resumes, display commencement times v of segments yet to be displayed 
1 5 are with reference to /o+Cfc-fc) rather than to to- 

The pause facility of the present invention is particularly useful in connection 
with the transmission of a live event, as described above. A viewer, upon tuning in to 
a live event in progress, can decide whether to continue watching the live event in real 
time or to view the event from its beginning by viewing the NV.OD segments in order. 
20 At any point in viewing the NVOD segments, the viewer may pause the viewing of 
the NVOD segments and temporarily view the live event in real time instead, 
returning to the NVOD segments at will. 

Furthermore, several "live" events (in this context, the "live" events may be 
pre-recorded, as long as they are transmitted sequentially in their entirety, as single 
25 .units) may be transmitted, one after the other, with each event's NVOD segments 
being transmitted concurrently with the event, as described above. One illustrative 
application of this idea is in Internet "radio". Considering an Internet radio station to 
be a server in this context, and considering the listeners to the station to be "viewers" 
in this context, with the station playing songs sequentially, each song being a single 
30 "program", a "viewer", upon tuning in to the station and hearing his or her favorite 
song, has the option of "rewinding" the song and playing it from the beginning. Just 
as, in the transmission of a single program by subsegments, as described above, the 
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subsegments of several concurrently transmitted segments are interleaved in the 
transmission channel, so. when segments of several programs are transmitted 
concurrently., these segments are interleaved in the transmission channel. 

The metadata transmitted by server 12 includes, for each segment or for each 

5 subsegment, information about when (in terms of clock time, not in terms of display 
commencement time v) that segment or subsegment will next be transmitted. Client 
40 records, for each recorded segment or subsegment, the time at which that segment 
or subsegment was recorded, and the time at which that segment or subsegment next 
will be transmitted. This enables client 40 to conserve storage space in medium 44: as 

10 needed, client 40 discards segments or subsegments that will be transmitted and 
recorded again in time to be displayed, at their respective display commencement 

times v referred to /o+(/3-^)- 

While the invention has been described with respect to a limited number of 
embodiments, it will be appreciated that many variations, modifications and other 
15 applications of the invention may be made. 
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A T>PP1STDTX Tailor-Made transmission plans for efficient 

Near-Video-On-Demand service 

Yitzhak Birk and Ron Mondri 

Electrical Engineering Dept., Tcchmon 
Haifa 32000. Israel 
b.rk(a*ee.technton.acil, mondri@tx.technion.ac.il 

Abstract. Near- Videos-Demand (NVOD) entails tlie provision of viewing flcxibiliry that approaches 
lha! of VOD to an unlimited number of viewers of a "hot" movie at a fixed cost to the provider. Near 
raichi refer io viewing commencement within 30 seconds from viewer request as well as instant pausmg 
and rcsumpuon. NVOD represents an exciting opportunity to service providers, especially when 
employing broadcast channels such as the cable television infrastructure or satellites. This paper assumes 
such a channel and that clients can temporarily store portions of the movie. This is typical of P«°oal 
computers (and of many television sets and seMop boxes in the near future). We present die Tailor-Made 
method lor designing extremelv efficient open-Joop transmissions for use by the server. Unlike previous 
approaches in the same framework, which were based on a iriathemancai model, Tailor-Madc is an 
algorithmic method. Given the movie paiamcters, the permissible delay until viewing commeoces, a 
client s storage capacity and its recording rate (the same for all clients), Tailor-Made produces an 
aJJocauon of transmission rates to movie segment such that when the segments are all transmitted agam 
and again concurrcnUv at the respective data rales, the client-resource requirements adhere to the 
constraints while minimizing server transmission rate. It can also be used as an "oracle for nrmirmzmg 
anv one of required client storage, recording bandwidth and delay until, viewing commences if 
transmission rale and the remaining parameters are specified. The results oYxmmale ttase of all P^wus 
schemes in flexibility as well as in resource consumption. In facL the ability to tightly tailor resource 
consumption io availability constraints is sometimes key to the practicality of the service in a given 
environment. 

1. Introduction 

Video-On-Demand (VOD) is the online version of traditional video-rental services. As with ti^ow, each 
viewer rece.ves a dedicated "copy" of the movie and can view it in a flexible manner mdudu.g the abihty to 
pLe and resume, rewmd. and possibly even fast-forward. With VOD, the "rental" operation is esseaUally 
instantaneous, and viewing can begin within seconds of the decision to view. 

The copv' in VOD is a dedicated video stream. This stream is generated by a video server and sent tothe 
viewer over a communication network. An important advantage ofVOD over ^*^J*J**** 
flexibiluv in allocation of resources: the maximum number of concurrent viewers .s ^cpe^d^f viewing 
cho.ces. and is limited only by the server's total streaming capacity The required bandwufth resources both 
in the server and in the communication network arc proportional to the number of concurrent viewers. 
The desutn of VOD svstems has focused on the video servos themselves, with special attention to efficient 
bandwidth utilization of the storage devices. Related research pertains to data streaming over networks. 



Near-Video-On-Demand (NVOD) 

There are .mponant situations in which a large number of people wish to view the same content the 
same period of ume. albeit not simultaneously. One example is viewing emergen cy^rtp^e^ .nstrucU on 
in the hours or davs prior to the arrival of a major storm. Another example is a newly released hot movte 
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that is moreover advertised heavily. Yet another example might be a movie whose viewing is assigned as 
homework, or even a recorded lecture viewed (individually) in class by the students. 

Although VOD could be used to address such situations, it is both highly desirable and intuitively possible 
to do better. The desire stems from the fact that even the total (over all movies) number of concurrent 
viewers may be much higher than usual, so it would be very costly if not impossible to design the 
infrastructure (server and communication network) for such peaks. The intuition that something can be done 
anscs from the observation that the manv viewers of the "hot" title are viewing the same material 
concurrently, albeit not simultaneously. The various schemes for doing better than VOD m this situation arc 
dubbed "Near Video On Demand ". NVOD can be defined as providing an unlimited number of viewers of 
the same movie similar service flexibility to that of VOD at a reasonable cost to the server and 
communication network, ldeallv. this cost is independent of the number of viewers. For the purpose of 
viewing movies we define "near" to mean commencement of viewing within a minute of viewer request as 
well as the ability to pause and resume at any time. Rewind and fast-forward functions are not a requirement. 
NVOD presents' an exciting business opportunity to service providers: at long last they will be able to 
collect unbounded revenues for "hot" titles while keeping costs fixed. 

With NVOD the nature of the communication network affects the extent to which the resource expenditure 
can be independent of the number of viewers. To this end. we distinguish between two types of networks 
based on the nature of the underlying physical layer. While NVOD service can be provided over both types, 
different such schemes are better suited to one type or the other. The types are: 
• Point-to-point networks. Here, information sent to a given client is "heard" only by it, i.e., it 
docs not reach other clients. Switched data networks with point-to-point links are one example. 
Another example is the telephone network and the related digital subscriber loop technologies, 
such as ADSL The latter provide high communicauon bandwidth to the home over telephone 
lines in support of Internet communicauon as well as services such as VOD. A salient 
characteristic of such networks is that the communication bandwidth required for sending 
information to multiple users, even if mis information is identical, is proportional to the number ot 
recipients. Efficient routing techniques such as multicast routing can mitigate the deficiency. 
. Broadcast networks. Here, all transmissions are broadcast, and each client selectively records 
the information that is intended for it The two most prominent examples of such networks are 
coaxial cable distribution networks (cable television) and satellite-based networks. Thus, the 
bandwidth required for the transmission of the same information to multiple recipients can be 
independent of the number of recipients. The down side of this approach is that the total avadable 
bandwidth is often lower than with pointHo-point networks, since there is no spatial multiplexing. 
NVOD svstems mav be divided into two distinct categories: open-loop systems and closed-loopsy^rns. In 
open-loop systems there is no feedback from the viewmg client to the server. ^^Z^^T^ 
noTroZg on the network are affected by viewer actions (other than the possible effect on ^gduc to a 
viewer joming a multicast group). Open-loop schemes lend themselves most ^^ly to brc^-bas^d 
networks, and are uniquely suited to such networks that have only one-way ""^TJJ" some 
common case in satellite-based information-dissemination networks Closed-loop 

feedback that allows the server to adjust to client requests throughout the viewing period. Our focus in th.s 
paper is on open-loop schemes, which are best suited for broadcast topologies. 



Prior art 

Consider an NVOD svstem that should provide a movie of length L seconds in a *ai permits 

viewing to commence within D seconds after viewer request. The straightforward WP^ *? P™*"» 
such airvice at a fixed cost is to start a copy of the movie every D ^^^^^l^D 
each client's choosing one of the streams. The aggregate transmission rate (in «^^>""^_£^ 
streams This is independent of the number of viewers but could be prohibitively "VB^J"?™*^ 
100-minute move rth a viewing delay of up to 30 seconds woulrequ, re 200 streams^ each >«feojH 
video rate We refer to this scheme as the baseline scheme Over the past several years, much research ha., 
beento NVOD schemes that require far less bandwidth for the same quality of service. 
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Closed-loop schemes 

In (I], a closed loop svstem based on •'batching" was proposed: ihe server collects viewing requests over a 
period of time which is bounded from above by the permissible viewing -commencement delay D. but ends 
earlier if a sufficient number of requests arrive. Once the period ends, a new video stream is launched. With 
this approach, bandwidth consumption is not independent of viewer requests, but the amortized (over 
viewers) bandwidth can be bounded from above. The potential advantage of this scheme over the Baseline 
scheme is that in certain situations, it offers shorter mean viewing-commencement delay at no additional 
cost. 

The scheme of [2] complements (fewer) streams of the Baseline scheme with ad hoc 'private" streams. The 
latter present the movie at a speed that differs from the nominal one by several percents. (Such a difference 
goes unnoticed bv the viewer.) Within a time period D from a viewing request, a new viewer is issued a fast 
private stream until it catches up with an earlier "Baseline" stream, or a slow private stream until a later 
"Baseline" stream catches up with it. For example, playing a stream that is faster than the nominal by 5 
percent for ten minutes permits the viewer to catch up with a Baseline stream that started 30 seconds earlier. 
Tvpicallv. only the first few minutes of a movie are stored in the non-standard speed format, so the storage 
overhead is srnall. On average, this scheme reduces the required bandwidth, but its stochastic behavior 
makes it difficult to offer guarantees and may intermittently stress the server as well as a broadcast network. 

Open-loop schemes 

Recently several interesting open-loop schemes have been proposed. These schemes assume that, every 
client has a substantial amount of available storage capacity, which can be used to temporarily store portions 
of the movie. In such schemes, the server s transmission schedule and the algorithm used by the client to 
decide whether or not to "record" anv given transmitted block jointly ensure that every segment of the movie 
will be on the user's disk bv its viewing time. We next describe several such schemes. For fecility of 
exposition and because that is the onlv case addressed by some of the schemes, we assume a fixed video 
rate. We conveniently use "length to mean both viewing lime and amount of data, and the v,deo rale as our 
unit of data rale. 

De Bev 131 suggested to partition a movie into N-L D blocks of (fixed) length D, where D is the permissible 
viewing-commencement delay. The server transmits block m. J< m<N. once every m time slots, the duration 
of a time slot equals D. The client policv is to receive and store all the transmitted blocks thai have yet to be 
viewed. The server and client pol.c.es jointly ensure thai every block .s available to me client at or before rts 
viewing time. The mean transmission bandwidth with this scheme for a movie of length L and permissible 
viewing delay D is 



This is a dramatic improvement over the baseline scheme. However, thus method imposes heavy 
requirements on the client hardware. Analysis shows that required storage .s almost 0.5L, and reception 
bandwidth reaches more than 12 times the video rate for UD=100 ; whereas , n the Baseline scheme, it « 
equal to the video rate and no storage is required. Furthermore, peak transnuss.on bandw,dlh .s much higher 
than the average transmission bandwidth. Finally, the direct coupl.ng between the length of the moy.e 
permissible viewmg delav and the transmission policy prevents any trade-off between the consumption of 



various resources. 



The Pyramid scheme |4j entails partitioning the movie into segments such that each segment is o umes 
Ionian the preceding one. Every segment is then transmitted at the same data ^^^^ 
meL that a block belonging to a given segment is retransm.tied at ume mtervals th* increase geome^b 
with segment number.) At any given ume, the client records data from at most two (consecutive) segment^ 
The value of a is chosen accord.ng to the permissible delay and available transmission bandwidth, and to 
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ensure that the client xvill always have the upcoming data available in its storage so as to prevent viewing 
glitches. 

The Permutation Pyramid scheme |5] is based on the Pyramid. It creates multiple copies of each segment, 
partitions each cop'v into fixed size blocks, and interleaves the different copies of the segment such that 
same-numbered blocks are equispaced in the interleaved stream. The resulting stream -s then transmitted at a 
fixed per-channel data rate. The result is a shorter viewing-commencemeot delay as well as lower 
client-storage and reception-bandwidth for the same amount of transmission bandwidth. 
The Harmonic broadcasting scheme |6] uses segments of exponentially increasing size. This is essentially 
the block placement scheme of De Bey, viewed from a channel division perspective. 

The Staircase scheme [7] presents vet another variant of the same general idea. Here, fi channels, each with 
a transmission rate equal to the video rate, are used. The ,th channel, is partitioned into . 

subchannels. Next, the movie is divided into N=f-l equisized segments (this is equal to the total number of 
subchannels). The segments are then assigned to the channels, one segment per subchannel, " 
order of segments and channels. Finally, the segments assigned to each channel are interleaved with fine 
granulans such that the starting po.nts of consecutive segments arc staggered by equal d. S tances_ and the 
fesult is transmitted at the fixed channel rate. Transmissions occur concurrently on all channels. The chcot 
monitors the channels and records information that will not arrive again pnor to its viewing J™- Tins 
scheme outperforms the previous ones, except for the transmission bandw.*h in the absence of 
diem-storage^d record.ng-rate constraints In the latter case, the Harmonic scheme requires a lower 
transmission rale. 

A close look at the NVOD problem reveals a multidimensional design space. All Previously P™P°*°* 
schemes are based on a systematic "model-based" approach, resulting in very limited design - A^V 
Sreover there is no direct relationship between the design parameters m these schemes and the dimensions 
of^Tdslan space, so it is difficult to "navig-c" intelligently even within the artificially consumed space, 
like manv of the prev.ous schemes, this paper also addresses open-.oop NVOD that exploits ^ 
hbegins bv explicitly presenting the design space. Next, unlike the pnor art u> tins framework, we employ 
oovef aTgo^Zic approach to optimize the transmission scheme. In so doing, we can muunuze transrn.ss.on 
rX whUe^iS W^on the remaining dunensions. Our algorithms can also be used u> >«aaUve 
p^edures aimed at minimizing a different parameter subject to constraints on «g or^ »d a 
g.ven transmission rate. The remainder of the paper » organized as follows ^ Sect.on 2^ve «*»>>£^ 
La path and present the design space. In Section 3. we present our algonthms. Section 4 off ers a 
comparison with prior art. and Section 5 offers concluding remarks. 

2. The open-loop NVOD design space 

The provision of open-loop NVOD server to storage^apable clients emails (preferably) fixed-rate 
SnsSoTbv L^serveTover a distribute network. Every client then se.ee* tin 
transmitted material that are relevant to r, A client "records" the selected ^^fl^o t ^ ^c 
at the right time. An NVOD solution thus comprises a transmission scheme which is executed by the serve, 
and a corresponding selection algorithm which is executed by each client. 

The server's task entails reading data from disk and transmitting itothe distribution network. As will be seen 
Z requto SiS-'r-e for a single NVOD movie poses no P^^J^g^ Q £ 
drive and anv PC. Moreover, in view of the tnherently large rauo of clients to NVOD 'J^^nSrces 
server is critical Therefore, we do not directly associate cost or performance attributes with server resources. 

The distribution network ,s clearly a critical resource, as its bandwidth is 2 v t g£££^ : adh^o 
resource. We note in passing that this bandwidth is often quantized so A ^ y ^^^T^ 
specific constraints. Thus, transnussion bandwidth *, is an important dimension of the design space. 

The demands placed on the user-premise equipment ("client") are of utmost ^^^^^^ 
the NVOD service, cost-reduction is cntical due to the large quantities. If it «s embodied in existing 
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equipment e.g., a personal computer, ihen the resource requirements of the NVOD service will determine 
the fraction of viewers to which the service can be offered. 

Aside from decompression, which depends solely on the movie parameters, the main task performed by the 
client is recording selected incoming data and subsequently reading it out. If the temporary storage is 
provided bv a disk drive, as is likclv to be the case for some time, then disk bandwidth and the required 
storage capacity are the critical client resources. If the storage medium is semiconductor memory then 
bandwidth is negligible and onlv capacity matters. So, we define the peak client recording rate. R.. and the 
peak client storage requirement! <w, as two more dimensions. It should be pomted out that one, : actua^ 
viewing begins, the client records data to disk while reading back data for playback, the latter occurring at an 
essentially fixed rate. Thus, the maximum permissible recording rate is equal to the d.sk s effective rate 
minus the video rale. 

Even if a disk drive is used as the clients primary medium for temporal storage, it is possible to use the 
client's memorv in several wavs in order to mitigate the recordu.g-bandw.dth requirements ^J™* 
therefore include the available amount of client memory as another des,gn parameter This use -.of W . 
however, is closelv related to a variety of implementation issues and is not addressed * 
previously proposed schemes. In order to facilhate comparison and to focus on the mam contributions of this 
paper, we do not discuss this use of memory in any detail. 



3. The Tailor-Made NVOD scheme 

Let us divide a given movie into L (small) segments, and use m (for movie") to denote the segment number 
r^xt 1« us refer to the client's time axis, whose origin is at me time that the d.ent beg.ns to receive and 
"ecSd Se movie. We denote time on mis axis by v (for "viewer"). »d ■* to denote the "-e <on th 
client's time axis) at which the viewer begins to view segment ». For facility erf «P«*«. mov « 
segments will all be of equal sizes and duration, thus implicitly assurrung a fixed videonu^ ^th 
duration of the viewing of a single segment will be taken as the una of tune, the «ze of; * sc^icn t ™U «ve 
as the unit of storage and the movie's data rate will be used as the «m. of bandw.dth. ™^ ™^ 
views movie «*mL m at tame *(m)-D+w, where D denotes the perm.ss,ble vie^ng^ornmenccmen 
delTv We .n.uXa^ume that the viewer does not pause, but this wul be relaxed. Fmally, we note that die 
TaUor-Made algorithms mat .will be presented shortly can and have been adapted to the case of variable 
video rate and segment sizes. 

Client action. The client's task, as in all NVOD schemes, is to decide which arriving j^"^^ 
record and which should be discarded. In our case, the client is svffic.er*iyaware^ of the P£ £ 

Schedule, and records arriving information if and only if it is not guranteed to be transmitted agam pnor to 
the earliest time at which it mav be needed for viewing. 

Server action. The Tailor-Made scheme assigns a transm.ss.on rate r/mj to the mth segment, and all 
s^ntslTtransmitted concurrently and repetitively by the server wrtbout any 

Sstarung tunes. (In practice, blocks ^^^^J^^^S^^^^ 
several channels.) Thus, the server transmits at a fixed data rate K, 2. T « m >> ^ B r™, . „„ „ n r 
rt^uJmovie is fixed or variable. The algorithms that will be described shortly produce the values of 
r/m) that minimize R, while satisfying various chent-related requirements and constraints. 
Lemma I In any feasible open-loop NVOD transmission scheme. r/m^dM^J) 



delay D is 
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Proof: Follows from Lemma 1 by choosing the minimum values for rjm). substituting v(m)-D+m. and 
approximating the summation over m with integration. ° 
With R,=Rr n - a client must record all incoming data belonging to segments that have yet to be viewed. 
Unfortunately, this results in a vcrv high recording rate at the beginning, and the peak client-storage 
requirement is a laree fraction of the movie, in order to reduce peak client recording rale and/or the required 
amount of client storage space, one must increase server transmission rate. Our algorithms will start out 
from the minimum-rate solution and will strive to minimize the additionaJ transmission bandwidth required 
in order to sausfv constraints on the peak client recording rate R r and its peak storage requirement S mm . 
Before presenting' the algorithms, we next derive several important relationships. 

If a movie seemcnt is allocated a higher transmission rale than the minimum, the client may postpone the 
time at which it begins to record this segment. With the unconstrained minimum-band width solution, a 
client's recordme rate decreases monotonically with viewing time, as segments that have been viewed are no 
longer beinu recorded. Therefore, postponing the commencement of recording certain segments can reduce 
the peak rccordina rate. Also, this monotonichy suggests that it is best for the client to start recording any 
given segment as late as possible and to record it continuously until its viewing ume. 



Let us now mm to the client-storage perspective. Regardless of when the recording of a segment ends, the 
storage space that it occupies can only be released once it is viewed This release time is thus obviously 
independent of transmission-rate assignments. Thus, deferring the recording of any given segment is favored 
bv the desire to reduce client-storage requirements. For these two reasons as well as the desire to minimize 
aggregate transmission rate, the recording of a segment should best terminate just before it has to be viewed 
even when its transmission rate is increased in order to reduce peak client storage and/or recording-rate 
requirements. Thus, increasing a segment's transmission rate translates directly into a postponement of the 
commencement of its recording by the client. 

Denoting the I viewing) ume at which a client begins to record movie segment m by 5 (m) T it follows that 

1 _ 1 
r '* m *~ v</77)- s{m) ~ D + m-s(m) 

The recording raic at viewing ume v is given by 



v(i.)>v 



The amount of required diem storage at viewing lime v ,s simply the amount recorded unUl that Ume imaus 
the amount of dS belonging to movie segments mat have already been played. Stated differently, n « the 
amount recorded until v from movie segments that have yet to be viewed Therefore, 

fropounon J: Consider two move segments, m, and m, with m,- whose transm^on nu^ ;and viewing 
times are such that the their recording-commencement times are equal, s(m0-s(mj. Next, consider 
increase the transmission rate of one of them by a small amount 5. Then, the storage 
Tarn- e.ven viewing ume is either unchanged or reduced: moreover, at any viewing time v. the reduction 
Tn "v/i^iung from the increase in r/mj is no greater the reduction resulting from the same increase n. 
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Proof: Recall that the size of a segment is not altered by changing its transmission rate. Ne\% note that S(yJ 
is affected by an increase in r/m) only if s(m) ' v<v(m). Because s(m i )=s(m 7 ) prior to the change and 
yf(m 2 f>^m l )' it follows that if S(vJ is reduced by the increase in sfrnj. it must also be reduced by an 
increase in sfmj. Finally, consider a viewing time v at which both changes reduce Sfv). The additional 
amount of data from segment m, that would have to be recorded after time v as a result of the increase by 
6 ofm.'s transmission rate is b(v(mj-y) t as this is the product of the additional transmission rate and the 
duration (after v) during which it would apply. Because /n/s size is unchanged, this is equal to the 
reduction in the amount of data of segment m, that is recorded before time v. and which therefore 
occupies storage space at time v. Because v(m 2 )-v:- vfrnj-v. it follows that the increase in mVs 
transmission rate would be more effective in reducing the storage requirement at time v. 

D 



From the above, one can deduce that any transmission-rate assignment that minimizes aggregate 
transmission rate subject to constraints on peak client storage requirement would be such that s(m) for a later 
segment is no earlier than for an earlier one. 



When considering a recording rate constraint, recall that the unconstrained minimization of aggregate 
transmission rate results in s(m)~0 for all segments. This, in turn, results in a monotonicaJly decreasing 
recording rate as the viewing progresses. Deferring the commencement of recording of later segments would 
reduce the recording rate at early viewing times, which is critical, and increase them at late viewing times, 
which is generally not a problem. 



Based on the foregoing proofs and insights, we have come up with a novel approach for assigning 
transmission rates to segments, whereby we express the assignments in terms of the resulting 
recordingKX)mmencement times s(m), and need to consider only those cases in which s(mj is monotorucally 
nonHiecreasing in m. This greatlv reduces the complexity of the assignment-optimization algorithms. 



In the assignment algorithms that will be presented shortly, we employ several procedures whose details are 
obvious and are thus omitted 

UpdateQ recalculates all necessarv values using the above formulas. Specifically, it calculates r/v> and S(v) 
for all viewing times v between zero and D+L where L is used to denote both the number of segments in the 
movie and the duration of its viewing. This is done for convenience, and is true for example when the 
duration of the viewing of each segment is one second. The generalization to other simalions is trivial andis 
omitted for facility of exposition. Update (J also calculates the aggregate transmission rate r{m). Ihe 

efficiencv of execution of this function is important to the run -time of the algorithm but has no effect on the 
results. It can be computed incrementally as known to people skilled in the art of numerical computations, 
which reduces computation time. 

TestO This procedure checks whether the maximum client recording-rate constraint R, and/or the maximum 
client storage constraint S max are satisfied at all viewing times. It returns "OK" or "BAD** with the obvious 
meanings. This procedure is modified slightly and in an obvious manner for each of the rate-assignmem 
algorithms presented below. 

Make Best () saves the current transmission-rate assignments and aggregate transmission rate as the best tnus 
far. 

We are now ready to present the transmission-rate assignment algorithms. Based on the relationships just 
established we choose to express the transmission-bandwidth allocation to a given segment m r/m), in 
terms of the viewing time at which a client would have to start recording this segment, s(m). For facility ol 
exposition, we ignore the fine details of indexing, e.g. beginning at v-0 or v- i 
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Consider a movie divided into L segments, and let Best denote a data structure that contains the transmission 
rate for each segment as well as the aggregate transmission rate for the current best known assignment. 
When the algorithms terminate, this contains the optima] assignment. 

Algorithm L Constrained client storage. 

1. Best.R(=L; // initialization to a very high value. 

2. for (s(1)=0; s(1)<v(1); s(1)++){ // iterating over possible values of s(l). 

3 for (s(2)=s(1 ); s{2)< v(2); s(2)++){ // iterating over possible values of s(2) greater than or equal s< 1 ) 

4. . . . 

5. for(s<m)=s<m-1); s(m)<v(m); s(m)++) 

6. . . . 

7. tor(s(L)=s(L-1);s(L)<v(L); s(L)++){ 

8 UpdateO; 

9 if (TesKSnax) =="OK" ){ 

10 (f(R 4 <R t (Best)) MakeBestO; 

IV } 

12. } 

13. } 

14. Print Best; 



Remark. Since the algorithm can reach the solution of s(m)=v(m)-l for all m. which requires no storage, 
successful completion is guaranteed. Therefore, we do not check for error conditions. 

Algorithm 2. Constrained client recording rate. 

Same as Algorithm 1, except: 
9 rf (Test(Rr))=="OK"{ 

Algorithm 3. Constrained client recording rate and storage. 

Same as Algorithm 1. except: 
9 if {JesUS™ AND R,))=="OK"{ 



Support for pausing 

Pausing and instantaneous resumption can be supported while satisfying the constraints and without any 
server involvement or increase in transmission rate. In the algorithm, it is assumed that every data block in 
client storage and every arriving block contains metadata that specifies the lime until its next arnvaL This 
can be done easily in several vwys. For brevity's sake, we only sketch the client algorithm and offer a 
correctness proof. 

Algorithm 4. Pause {executed by the client!) 
1. Upon receipt of Pause command: { 

2 freeze the viewing dock at the current value of v;. - 

3. while pausing { 

4 continue receiving and recording data as if viewing at time v; 

5 drop the "oldest" bits for each segments as new ones arrive (FIFO); 
* } 

7. ) 

8. release the vieclock and resume normal operation; 

Remark. In practice, block-level interleaving may be used to transmit the various segments over a single 
channel In such a case, a block will be recorded if and only if its next transmission is later than the time a* 
which it would be needed for viewing if viewing were resumed immediately. Similarly, any given stored 
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block is dropped if its next transmission will definitely occur before the earliest lime at which it may be 
required for viewing. 

Theorem 4: Algorithm 4 is correct. Moreover, the ability to pause at any time and resume viewing 

instantaneously requires no additional resources. 
Proof: Consider a situation wherein viewing is paused at lime /, with corresponding algorithm viewing time 

v) and resumed <Jtime units later. Next, consider the pausing viewer VI and a second viewer V2 that 

begins viewing the movie <5lime units after VI. Viewer V2 does not pause. Let us examine the storage 

contents of the two viewers at time 1 1 + S. 

VI received ("heard") all the blocks that V2 received since its viewing began, and discarded only those 
blocks that were guaranteed to be received again before their earliest possible viewing times. <Al any 
given time, Algorithm 4 assumes that viewing may be resumed immediately.) Therefore, the storage 
content of VI is a superset of V2's content at all times. 

The non-pausing viewing algorithm is correct. Once viewing .s resumed, VI and V2 will continue 
receiving identical data and both will be executing identical algorithms with identical viewing times 
(starting at v=v, on the algorithm's viewmg-urhc scale. This, combined with the previous observation, 
guarantees correctness of the Algorithm 4. 

Next, suppose that at time the storage content of V 1 a proper superset of V2"s storage content and 
consider lata from segment m*v, + D that is present only in Vi s storage. If this data is not transmitted 
again prior to its Viewing time. V2 will have a problem, which contradicts the correctness of the 
uniLrrupted-viewing algorithms. If it is transmitted again. Algorithm 5 (for V 1 ) would have discarded it 
bv time which contradicts the assumption. Therefore, the storage contents of VI and V2 at one 
/,+Jare identical In conclus.on. the storage contents of a diem that paused at vtew.ng time v and has 
been pausing for a duration Sis identical to that of a client that began viewing <Stime unto later, does not 
pameTandh at viewing time v. This guarantees that the peak storage requirement for a pausing client is 
equal to that of a non-pausing client. 

The proof for recording rate follows directly by recalling that the recording rate is the derivative with 
respect to time of the storage content. (In feet, the required disk data rate during pause is even lower 
because no data is read from disk and discarding merely entails manipulation of metadata.) a 

4. Results and comparison with prior art 

The purpose of this section is twofold: to compare the new Tailor-Madc scheme with previously 
proposed open-loop schemes, and to provide several representative designs. 

The comparison with other schemes is complicated by the feet that their results usually do not 
explicitly refer to all the d.mensions of the design space (aggregate transmission rate £ 
"ewingiommencement latency D, peak client recording ra* and peak client 
S„) Also they cannot generate transmission schemes to specification. Therefore, we were forced to 
reconstruct several design points for each scheme and to then tailor our design to match these points m 
all but one dimension. The plots presented in papers describing .he prev^us.y^ror^ s^emes 
depict the value of one parameter, e.g., *„ versus that of another such as D. These P °ts are som-vhat 
nusleading. however, because the remaining parameters are not held constant. All this makes *e 
presentation of comparative plots either meaningless or prohibitively <*%*?° m ^jT^ 
resort to tables with a small number of representative result^ The Pyramid scheme W ■ 
by the- Permutation Pvramid [5 J. The Harmonic scheme [6] performs well » m * *• ™ ™ 
unconstrained case, but even then ,t is inferior even in this regard to the 7^^'^*^ 
due to the coupling between segment length and viewtng^ornmencement delay D. At its only design 
^for anTgiven combination of L and D. the Harmonic scheme requ.resa >-*"-»-> of client 
korage, n^dcring it impractical in many situations. In view of this, Talor-Made will only be 
compared with the Permutation Pyramid and Staircase schemes. 
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Remark. In order 10 conform to the format of ihc results for the other schemes, we cite the total disk 
rate R d rather than its recording rate R„ For Tailor-Madc. %ve use Rjdi. ' L reflecting the fact that we 
did not exploit the extra bandwidth that is available for recording while v<D. 

Tables 1 and 2 present transmission-rate comparisons between the Tailor-Made scheme and the 
Permutation Pyramid and Staircase schemes, respectively, for equal values of D, R, and Movie 
length is 120 minutes, and the comparison is carried out for three values of D: 10. 30 and 60 seconds. 

is expressed in percent* of the movic ; and both R, and Rr arc expressed in units of the movie s 
video rate The advantage of the Tailor-Madc scheme is clearly evident. However, a hidden 
advantage which is often of equal or greater importance is the ability of the Tailor-Madc . scheme to 
produce a bandwidth allocation that matches the constraints. The reader should appreciate that 
carrying out a similar comparison between two of the other schemes would be extremely tedious if not 
impossible due to the absence of this feature. A similar problem would occur in practice whenever an 
NVOD service has to be "squeezed" into a set of constraints. 
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Table 1. Transmission-rate comparison: Permutation Pyramid Vs. Tailor-Made. L-120 min. 
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Table 2. Transmission-rate comparison: Staircase Vs. Tailor-Made. L-120min. 
In Tables 3 and 4. wc focus on a single design point of the Permutation Pynniid and Staircase 
schemes, respectively. We use Tailor-Made to tailor a design point that is constrained in all but one 
dimension to the same values as the point of the referenced scheme, and compare the values » the 
remaining dimension. It can readily be seen that Tailor-Made dominates the referenced schemes. (In 
the third row of Table 3, D<7sec was deemed impractical, hence the lower value of R,.) 
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Table 3. Tailor-Made Vs. Permutation Pyramid. L-120 min. 
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Table 4. Tailor-Made Vs. Staircase. L-120m'm. 
Next, we demonstrate the capabilities and performance of the Tailor-Made scheme by showing 
severaJ possible configurations for two video rates: 1.2Mb/s (MPEG-1 streams) in Table 5, and 
4.8Mb/s (PAL broadcast quality MPEG-2 streams) in Table 6. In choosing the configurations, we 
targeted two communication fabrics: lOMb/s Ethernet and a 25-30Mb/s cable channel. 
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Table 5. Tailor-Made design points for f?„=1 .2Mbit/s (MPEG-1). 
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TaWe 6. Tailor-Made design points for R„= 4.8Mbit/s (PAL broadcast-qualily MPEG-2). 
Referring to the bottom row of Table 5, for example, we sec thai even with only 12MB of client 
storage space one can use a single 6MHz television channel (used with a cable modem) to offer a 
120-minute MPEG-1 movie in NVOD mode with D=30s. This does not require a <h& dn»c\ 
Referring to the 5* row, two such movies can be offered concurrently if the client has 64MB of 
available memory, which will be very reasonable in die near future. Referring to the 4 row, 162MB 
of client storage would permit the provision of three such movies on a cable channel or one over 
lOMb/s Ethernet. Tinv magnetic disk drives weighing only 20gr with double this capacity are 
becoming available. With 1.6GB of client storage, a single MPEG-2 movie with qual.ty similar to 
broadcast-quality PAL can be offered over a cable channel. Recently, ' digital TV sets with mulU-GB 
disk drives have been announced, so this configuration is also likely to become viable in the near 
future. Of course, the use of a modern PC as the platform for the client is likely to provide the 
required resources free of charge. We note in conclusion that the foregoing discussion also illustrated 
the importance of the ability to design the NVOD system to specifications. 

Remark. The results in even- row of the tables can be scaled in order to obtain numerous design 
points. To do so, R t R n K, and 5„ must be changed by the same multiplicative factor while keeping 
D and L unchanged. 

Finally it should be noted that the results presented in this section for the Tailor-Made scheme are 
conservative No use was made of RAM buffers to mitigate the disk-rate requirement, and we even 
did not take advantage of the fact that as long as v<~D, no data is read from disk so its enure 
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bandwidth can be devoied 10 recording. Therefore, the advantage of Tailor-Made over the other 
schemes is actually jireaicr than suggested by the results.. 



5. Conclusions 

This paper presented the Tailor-Made scheme for designing optimal open-loop NVOD systems that utilize 
client storage. Unlike all previous work, which followed an approach of a structured bandwidth allocation 
with some parameterization. Tailor-Made is algorithmic. It directly addresses constraints on resource 
utilization, and minimizes transmission bandwidth subject to those. Of course, one can use the algorithms as 
an oracle in an iterative search aimed at minimizing any one of storage consumption, recording rate and 
viewing-commencement delay subject to constraints on transmission rate and the other resources. In the 
paper, we presented algorithms for the case of a fixed video rate. However, the algorithms have been 
adapted and work equally well with variable data rates. It is important to observe that, regardless of the 
behavior of the video rate, the server always transmits at a fixed data rate. 

The Tailor-Made transmission schemes are much more efficient than the prior art. In producing the 
Tailor-Made results for comparison with prior art, we refrained from any special optimizations such as 
taking into account the fact that the disk does not need to supply data until actual viewing begins. The actual 
advantage of our scheme is thus even greater than suggested by the comparison. Also, its ability to tailor the 
transmission schedule to the exact constraints makes the Tailor-Made approach particularly attractive due to 
quantization problems associated with many resources. For example, there is little meaning to being able to 
fit one and a half movies into a given cable-TV channel. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . In a system wherein a server transmits a program having a certain 
duration, the program being received by at least one client, a method for planning the 
transmission of the program, comprising the steps of: 

(a) partitioning the program into a plurality of sequential segments; and 

(b) selecting a transmission rate for each said segment, said transmission 
rate that is selected for a first said segment being faster than said 
transmission rate that is selected for any other said segment. 

2. The method of claim 1 . wherein said partitioning of the program is 
effected by the server. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein said selecting of said transmission 
rates is effected by the server. . 

4. The method of claim 1 , wherein said segments are of equal length. 

5. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 

(c) transmitting said segments, by the server, each said segment being 
transmitted at said transmission rate of said each segment. 

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising the step of: 

(d) recording said segments, by the at least one client; 

and wherein, for each said segment subsequent to said first segment in the program, 
said transmission rate of said each segment is such that the at least one client must 
begin to record said each segment at least as late as when the at least one client must 
begin to record said segments that precede said each segment in the program. 



7. 

(d) 

(e) 



The method of claim 5, further comprising the steps of: 
recording said segments, by the at least one client; and 
displaying said segments, by the at least one client; 
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and wherein, for each said segment subsequent to said first segment in the program, 
said transmission rate of said each segment is such that the at least one client must 
begin to record said each segment at least as late as when the at least one client must 
begin to record said segments that precede said each segment in the program to ensure 
that said segments can be displayed consecutively by the. at least one client in said 
sequence. 

8 . The method of claim 5 , wherein at least some of said segments are 
transmitted by the server at least partly concurrently. 

9. The method of claim 5, wherein all said segments are transmitted by 
the server substantially concurrently. 

1 0. The method of claim 5, wherein at least one said segment is 
transmitted repeatedly by the server during one duration of the program. 

1 1 . The method of claim 5, further comprising the steps of: 

(d) recording said segments, by the at least one client; and 

(e) playing said recorded segments in said sequence, by the at least one 
client. 

12. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the at least one client records only 
one copy of each said segment. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein said only one copy of said each 
segment is a last said copy received in an entirety thereof by the at least one client 
prior to said playing of said each segment. 

14. The method of claim 5, wherein said selecting of said transmission 
rates is effected in a manner that substantially minimizes a total bandwidth of said 
transmitting. 
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15. The method of claim 1 4. wherein said minimization of said total 
bandwidth is effected subject to a constraint based on at least one parameter of the at 
least one client. 

16. The method of claim 1 5 ? further comprising the steps of: 

(d) recording said segments, by the at least one client, in a recording 
medium having a certain capacity; 

(e) playing said recorded segments in said sequence, by the at least one 
client; and 

(f) for at least one said recorded segment, deleting said recorded segment 
subsequent to said playing thereof, by the at least one client; 

and wherein said at least one parameter includes said capacity of said recording 
medium, said constraint being that, at any one time, said recorded segments occupy at 
most said capacity of said recording medium. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein each said recorded segment is - 
deleted immediately subsequent to said playing thereof. 

18. The method of claim 1 6, wherein said selecting of said transmission 
rates is effected by steps including: 

(i) initializing said transmission rates to be as low as possible, consistent 
with receipt of said segments, by the client, soon enough for said 
segments to be displayed consecutively; and 
(ii) increasing at least a portion of said transmission rates to delay said 

recording of respective segments sufficiently so that, at any one time, 
said recorded segments occupy at most said capacity of said recording 
medium. 



19. 
(d) 



The method of claim 15, further comprising the step of: 
recording each said segment, by the at least one client, at at most a 
certain recording rate; 
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and wherein said at least one parameter includes said recording rate, said constraint 
being that a sum of said transmission rates of each said segment that is recorded by 
the at least one client at any one time is at most said recording rate. 

20. The method of claim 19, wherein said selecting of said transmission 
rate is effected by steps including: 

(i) initializing said transmission rates to be as low as possible, consistent 
with receipt of said segments, by the client, soon enough for said 
segments to be displayed consecutively; and 

(ii) increasing at least a portion of said transmission rates to delay said 
recording of respective segments sufficiently so that a sum of said 
transmission rates of each said segment that is recorded by the at least 
one client at any one time is at most said recording rate. 

2 1 . The method of claim 1 5, further comprising the steps of: 

(d) recording each said segment, by the at least one client, at at most a 
certain recording rate, in a recording medium having a certain capacity; 

(e) playing said recorded segments in said sequence, by the at least one 
client; and 

(f) for at least one said recorded segment, deleting said recorded segment 
subsequent to said playing thereof, by the at least one client; 

and wherein said at least one parameter includes said recording rate and said capacity 
of said recording medium, said constraint being that, at any one time: 

(i) said recorded segments occupy at most said capacity of said recording 
medium; and 

(ii) a sum of said transmission rates of each said segment that is recorded 
by the at least one client at said one time is at most said recording rate. 

22. The method of claim 21. wherein each said recorded segment is 
deleted immediately subsequent to said playing thereof. 



23. The method of claim 5, further comprising the step of: 
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(d) partitioning at least one said segment into a plurality of subsegments; 
said transmitting of said at least one segment being effected by transmitting each said 
subsegment at a subsegment transmission rate at least as great as said transmission rate 
of said at least one segment. 

24. The method of claim 23 : wherein said partitioning of said at least one 
segment is effected by the server. 

25 . The method of claim 23, further comprising the steps of: 

(e) deriving at least one redundant subsegment from said plurality of 
subsegments, said transmitting of said at least one segment being 
effected by transmitting both said plurality of subsegments and said at 
least one redundant subsegment; and 

(f) increasing said transmission rate of said at least one segment in 

accordance with a number of said at least one redundant subsegment 
that are derived. 

26. The method of claim 5 , further comprising the step of: 
(d) transmitting the program as a single unit, by the server. 

27. The method of claim 26, wherein said transmitting of each said 
segment commences subsequent to a time at which a portion of said single unit 
corresponding to said each segment is transmitted. 

28. The method of claim 26, wherein said transmitting of at least one.said 
segment is effected concurrently with said transmitting of the program as a single 
unit. 

29. The method of claim 26, wherein said at least one said segment, that is 
transmitted concurrently with said transmitting of the program as a single unit, 
includes said first segment, the method further including the step of: 
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(e) receiving both said transmitted segments and said transmitted single 
unit, by one of the at least one client, subsequent to a start of said 
transmitting of said single unit, so that said one client receives only a 
portion of said single unit; 

and wherein the method further includes a step selected from the group consisting of: 

(f) displaying said portion of said single unit, by said one client; and 

(g) displaying said segments in said sequence, starting from said first 
segment, by said one client. 

30. The method of claim 5, further comprising the step of: 

(d) storing at least one copy of each said segment, by the server, prior to 
said transmitting. 

3 1 . The method of claim 5, further comprising the step of: 
(d) transmitting at least one item of metadata, by the server. 

32. The method of claim 3 1 , wherein said at least one item of metadata is 
included in at least one of said segments. 

33. The method of claim 32 r wherein said at least one item includes a 
sequence number of said segment wherein said at least one item is included. 

34. The method of claim 33, wherein a plurality of copies of said segment, 
wherein said at least one item is included, are transmitted, and wherein, in at least one 
said copy of said segment wherein said at least one item is included, said at least one 
item includes at least one temporal value related to a time interval between a 
transmission start time of said at least one copy of said segment wherein said at least 
one item is included and a transmission start time of an immediately succeeding copy 
of said segment wherein said at least one item is included. 



35. The method of claim 33, further comprising the step of: 
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(e) partitioning said segment, wherein said at least one item is included, 
into a plurality of subsegments; 
each said subsegment including at least one said item of said metadata. 

36. The method of claim 35, wherein said partitioning is effected by the 

server. 

37. The method of claim 35 r wherein said at least one item includes a 
sequence number of said subsegment. 

38. The method of claim 35, wherein a plurality of copies of said 
subsegments of said at least one segment are transmitted, and wherein, in at least one 
said copy of said at least one subsegment, said at least one item includes at least one 
temporal value related to a time interval between a transmission start time of said at 
least one copy of said each subsegment of said segment wherein said at least one item 
is included and a transmission start time of a succeeding copy of said each 
subsegment of said segment wherein said at least one item is included. 

39. The method of claim 3 8, wherein said succeeding copy of said each 
subsegment of said at least one segment, wherein said at least one item is included, is 
an immediately succeeding copy of said each subsegment of said each segment. 

40. The method of claim 35, wherein said at least one item includes a size 
of said each subsegment.. 

41. The method of claim 35, wherein said at least one item includes said 
transmission rate of said segment wherein said at least one item is included. 



42. 
(f) 



The method of claim 35, further comprising the step of: 
deriving at least one redundant subsegment from said plurality 
subsegments; 
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and wherein said at least one item includes a total number of said subsegments that 
are transmitted during said transmitting of said segment wherein said at least one item 
is included. 

43 . The method of claim 5, further comprising the step of: 

(d) encrypting said segments, by the server, prior to said transmitting 
thereof. 

44. The method of claim 5, further comprising the step of: 

(d) compressing each said segment, according to a progressive encoding 
scheme, by the server, prior to said transmitting thereof. 

45. The method of claim 5, further comprising the step of: 

(d) deriving, from at least one said segment, a plurality of subsegments 
such that any subset, of said plurality of segments, that includes a 
certain number of said segments less than a total number of said 
segments, suffices to reconstruct said at least one segment; 

said plurality of subsegments then being transmitted in place of said at least one 

segment. 

46. The method of claim 45, wherein said formatting is effected according 
to a code selected from the group consisting of Reed-Solomon codes and Tornado 
codes. 

47. The method of claim 5, further comprising the steps of: 

^ (d) displaying at least a portion of said segments, by one of said at least 
one client, starting from said first segment; and 

(e) pausing said display, by said one client. 

48. The method of claim 47, further comprising the step of: 

(f) resuming said displaying, by said one client, subsequent to said 
pausing. 
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49. The method of claim 1 . further comprising the steps of: 

(c) transmitting said segments, by the server, to an agent, each said 
segment being transmitted at said transmission rate of said each 
segment; and 

(d) retransmitting at least some of said segments, by said agent, to the at 
least one client, each said segment, that is retransmitted by said agent, 
being retransmitted at a respective retransmission rate that is at most 
as great as said transmission rate of said each segment. 

50. The method of claim 49. wherein, for each said segment that is 
retransmitted by said agent, said retransmission rate of said each segment is lower 
than said transmission rate of said each segment. . 

5 1 . The method of claim 49, further comprising the step of: 

(e) displaying said segments, by the at least one client; 

said agent retransmitting to the at least one client only said segments that have yet to 
be displayed by the at least one client. 

52. The method of claim 49, further comprising the steps of: 

(e) recording said segments, by the at least one client; and 

(f) playing said recorded segments in said sequence, by the at least one 
client. 

53. The method of claim 49, further comprising the steps of: 

(e) ■ recording said segments, by said agent, prior to said retransmission of 

said segments; and, 

(f) playing said recorded and retransmitted segments in said sequence, by 
the at least one client. 



54. 



A system for transmitting a program to at least one viewer, comprising: 
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(a) a software module including a plurality of instructions for transmitting 
the program by: 

(i) partitioning the program into a plurality of sequential 
segments, and 

(ii) selecting a transmission rate for each said segment said 
transmission rate that is selected for a first said segment being 
faster than said transmission rate that is selected for any other 
said segment; 

(b) a processor for executing said instructions; 

(c) a server for transmitting each said segment at said respective 
transmission rate; and 

(d) for each at least one viewer, a client for receiving said transmitted 
segments, recording said received segments and playing said recorded 
segments in said sequence. 

55. The system of claim 54, wherein said instructions are for selecting said 
transmission rates in a manner that substantially minimizes a total bandwidth of said 
transmitting. 

56. The system of claim 54, wherein said instructions are for selecting said 
transmission rates in a manner that substantially minimizes a total bandwidth of said 
transmitting subject to a constraint. 

57. The system of claim 56, wherein each said client includes: 

(i) a recording medium, having a certain capacity, for recording said 
segments; 

said constraint being that, at any one time, said recorded segments occupy at most 
said capacity of said recording medium. 



58. 
(0 



The system of claim 56, wherein each said client includes: 
a recording medium, for recording said segments at a certain 
recording rate; 
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said constraint being that, at any one time, a sum of said transmission rates of said 
segments that are recorded by said client at said one time is at most said recording 
rate. 

59. The system of claim 54 ? further comprising: 

(e) a distribution network for broadcasting the program to said at least 
one client. 

60. The system of claim 54, wherein said software module and said 
processor are included in said server. 

61 . In a system wherein a server transmits a program that is partitioned 
into a plurality of segments, the segments being transmitted repeatedly, and wherein a 
client receives and records the segments and displays the program, the transmitting, 
receiving and recording of the segments being effected according to a transmission 
plan, a method for displaying the program intermittently, comprising the steps of: 

(a) transmitting, along with the segments, metadata describing the 
transmission plan, by the server; 

(b) pausing the display of the program, by the client; 

(c) resuming the display of the program, by the client, subsequent to said 
pausing; and 

(d) during said pausing, continuing to record at least a portion of the 
segments then received, by the client. 

62. The method of claim 6L wherein said pausing is initiated at a certain 
pausing time, and wherein said recording is continued in accordance with a time of 
the displaying of the program remaining fixed at said pausing time. 



63. The method of claim 62, wherein said metadata include, for each 
segment; a next transmission time, the method further comprising the step of: 
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(e) discarding at least one segment that will be transmitted and recorded 
again prior to respective said display commencement times relative to 
immediate said resuming. 

64. In a system wherein a server transmits a program that is received by at 
least one client, a method for planning the transmission of the program^ comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) partitioning the program into a plurality of sequential segments; and 

(b) selecting a transmission rate for each said segment, said selecting 
being effected in a manner that substantially minimizes a total 
transmission bandwidth, subject to a constraint based on at least one 
parameter of the at least one client. 

65. The method of claim 64, further comprising the step of: 

(c) transmitting said segments, by the server, each said segment being 
transmitted at said respective transmission rate. 

66. The method of claim 65, further comprising the step of: 

(d) recording said segments, by the at least one client; 

and wherein, for each said segment subsequent to a first said segment, said 
transmission rate of said each segment is such that the at least one client must begin to 
record said each segment at least as late as when the at least one client must begin to 
record said segments that precede said each segment in the program. 

67. The method of claim 65, further comprising the steps of: 

(d) recording said segments, by the at least one client; and , 

(e) displaying said segments, by the at least one client; 

and wherein, for each said segment subsequent to a first said segment, said 
transmission rate of said each segment is such that the at least one client must begin to 
record said each segment at least as late as when the at least one client must begin to 
record said segments that precede said each segment in the program to ensure that 
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said segments can be displayed consecutively by the at least one client in said 
sequence. 

68. The method of claim 65, further comprising the steps of: 

(d) recording said segments, by the at least one client, in a recording 
medium having a certain capacity; 

(e) playing said recorded segments in said sequence, by the at least one 
client; and 

(0 for at least one said recorded segment, deleting said recorded segment 
subsequent to said playing thereof, by the at least one client; 
and wherein said at least one parameter includes said capacity of said recording 
medium, said constraint being that, at any one time, said recorded segments occupy at 
most said capacity of said recording medium. 

69. The method of claim 65, further comprising the step of: 

(d) recording each said segment, by at least one client, at at most a certain 
recording rate; 

and wherein said at least one parameter includes said recording rate, said constraint 
being that a sum of said transmission rates of each said segment that is recorded by 
the at least one client at any one time is at most said recording rate. 

70. A system for transmitting a program to at least one viewer, comprising: 

(a) a software module including a plurality of instructions for transmitting 
the program by: 

(i) partitioning the program into a plurality of sequential 
segments, and 

(ii) selecting a transmission rate for each said segment; 

(b) a processor for executing said instructions; 

(c) a server for transmitting each said segment repeatedly at said 
respective transmission rate; and 
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(d) for each at least one viewer, a client for receiving said transmitted 

segments, recording said received segments and playing said recorded 
segments in said sequence; 
and wherein said transmission rates are selected in a manner that substantially 
minimizes a total transmission bandwidth, subject to a constraint based on at least one 
parameter of said at least one client. 

7 1 . The system of claim 70, wherein each said client includes: 

(i) a recording medium, having a certain capacity, for recording said 
segments; 

said constraint being that, at any one time, said recorded segments occupy at most 
said capacity of said recording medium. 

72. The system of claim 70, wherein each said client includes: 
(i) a recording medium, for recording said segments at a certain 

recording rate; 

said constraint being that, at any one time, a sum of said transmission rates of said 
segments that are recorded by said client at said one time is at most said recording 
rate. 

73. A method for transmitting a program from a server to at least one 
client, comprising the steps of: 

(a) partitioning the program into a plurality of sequential segments; 

(b) selecting a transmission rate for each said segment; 

(c) transmitting the program as a single unit, by the server; 

(d) transmitting said segments, by the server, each said segment being 
transmitted at said respective transmission rate, said transmitting of at 
least a portion of said segments being concurrent with said 
transmitting of said single unit; and 

(e) for one of the at least one client: 

(i) receiving both said transmitted segments and said transmitted 
single unit, subsequent to a start of said transmitting of said 



PCT/USOO/1 4866 

WO 00/74367 

54 

single unit, so that said one client receives only a portion of 
said single unit, and 
(ii) effecting a step selected from the group consisting of: 

(A) displaying said portion of said single unit and 

(B) displaying said segments in said sequence, starting 
from said first segment. 

74. A method for transmitting a plurality of programs from a server to at 
least one client, comprising the steps of: 

(a) partitioning each program into a plurality of sequential segments; 

(b) for each program, selecting a transmission rate for each said segment; 

(c) transmitting the programs sequentially, by the server, each program 
being transmitted as a single unit; and 

(d) for each program, transmitting said segments of said each program, by 
the server, each said segment being transmitted at said respective 
transmission rate, said transmitting of at least a portion of said 
segments being concurrent with said transmitting of said each 
program as a single unit. 

75. The method of claim 74, wherein, for each program, said transmitting 
of each said segment commences subsequent to a time at which a portion of said 
single unit corresponding to said each segment is transmitted. 
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